A Day’s Work

Eve Bunting
Book Description:

A young Mexican boy teaches his grandfather how to speak English while working. 

Academic Objectives: 

M2D1:  
Students will create simple tables and graphs and interpret their meaning.
a. 
Organize and display data using picture graphs, Venn diagrams, bar graphs, and simple charts/tables to record results.
b. 
Know how to interpret picture graphs, Venn diagrams, and bar graphs.
Brilliant Star Objectives:

· Cognitive: Classification: Students will be able to organize given elements into sets according to a specified rule or common attributes.

Reading Level:  

· Accelerated Reader ® 3.1

· Lexile:  350L

Essential Question(s):  
How can classifying information in graphs help me organize data?

Activating Strategy:

Make a word splash using the word “work.”  Write words that describe work around it.  Discuss the importance of having a job and doing good work.  Afterwards, read A Day’s Work by Eve Bunting.  
Acquisition Lesson Activities:

· Tell students that they are going to be partnered with another student, and they now have a “job.”  They are going to be gardeners, like the character in the story.  Have students plant a lima bean with their partners.  

· Each day, have the students graph the growth of the lima bean plant using a bar graph.  At the end of the two weeks, create a class graph, comparing the partner data.  Be sure to interpret the findings of the data, and write them down.

· Have the students write about their findings, and the tasks that their “job” required to be successful.

Extend/Refine Activities:

· Develop a webquest comparing Mexico’s culture, climate, and customs to America.  Have the students complete a Venn Diagram using the information they found on the internet.  

· Have the students write about a time when they had to be trustworthy.  Have the students switch with a partner and determine the outcome of the situation if he/she had not been trustworthy.  

Resources:

· http://www.valdosta.edu/~klspurlock/global.html
webquest designed about Mexico
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