Abuela
Arthur Dorros

Book Description: 
Abuela is Spanish for grandmother.  This story is about a girl who imagines she and her grandma are flying around New York City.  They stop at many important places around the city. 

Academic Objective: 
· ELA1R6 The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student
a. 
Reads and listens to a variety of texts for information and pleasure.

b. 
Makes predictions using prior knowledge.
· ELA2W1 The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student
e. 
Begins to use appropriate formatting conventions for letter writing (e.g., date, salutation, body, closing).
Brilliant Star Objective:
· Family: Students will be able to describe important family relationships and the emotions families share. 

Readability Level: First & Second Grade

Vocabulary: Abuela, grandmother, Statue of Liberty, traveling
During Reading:

· As you read through the story stop and discuss the relationship Rosalba has with her grandmother.  Discuss the places they go and predict what might happen next.  Also model good fluent reading strategies, discuss the narrative elements as well.  

· After the story lead a discussion about the importance of a grandmother and what influences she might have in a person’s life.  Begin by telling a story about your grandmother.  Also make a chart of different names we call our grandmother’s and relate them to the Spanish name.

Follow-Up Activities:

· Take the students to the computer lab to research the Statue of Liberty.  Let them write down important facts they find. They will then write a letter to their grandmother about their virtual tour of the Statue of Liberty.  This letter should include the five parts of a letter; (date, salutation, body, closing)

· Make a book about times they have had with their grandmother. If possible bring in pictures or illustrate with captions. 

Additional Resources:
· Activities retrieved from; http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/abuela/abuelatg.html.
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