Diary of a Worm
Doreen Cronin

Book Description: 
This book describes from a worms point a view the day in the live of a worm.  The worm explains what he does every day and what the importance of his family.  This book is full of interesting facts about a worm’s life underground. 
Academic Objectives:

· ELA3R3 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student
a. Reads a variety of texts for information and pleasure.
· ELA3W2 The student begins to write in a variety genres, including narrative, informational, persuasive, and response to literature.
· Critical Component: The student produces informational writing (e.g., procedures, report, and correspondence) that: 
a. Captures a reader's interest by setting a purpose and developing a point of view. 
b. Sustains a focused topic. 
c. Includes the appropriate purpose, expectations, and length for the audience and the genre. 
d. Includes relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and details. 
e. Uses organizational structures for conveying information (chronological order, cause and effect, similarities and differences, questions and answers). 
f. Uses a variety of resources (encyclopedia, Internet, books) to research and share information on a topic. 
g. Provides a sense of closure. 
h. May include prewriting. 
i. May include a draft that is revised and edited. 
j. May be published.
Brilliant Star Objective:

· Family: Students will be able recognize the dynamics of a family and the relationship among the members of a family. 

Readability Level: 2.4
Vocabulary:

Introduction: 
Before reading the book go on a picture walk with the students.  Discuss what the pictures tell you about the book.  Ask the students what a worm is an lead a discussion about worms and their importance.  Talk about how the worm’s family is important in his life.  Describe what a family consists of and how important it is to have a family. 

During the Reading: 
As the teacher reads point out the worm’s family and their significance. Discuss the other characters in the book, the setting, and the plot of the story.  After reading discuss the important entries of the worm’s diary.  Ask, what might you write in a diary?  What important dates would you include?
Follow-Up Activities:

Have the students pick an animal or insect to research and write a diary from their point of view.  Provide visits to the library and internet for students to gather information about the creature they choose. Allow students to add illustrations to their diary entries. Have students present their diaries to their classmates. They will title their diary as, “The Diary of a___________.”
Additional Resources:
· http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/lessonplan.jsp?id=898
· http://users.manchester.edu/student/cjwisher/diary%20of%20a%20worm/WORMSRUS.htm
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