Dr. Xargle’s Book of Earthlets 
Jeanne Willis
Book Description:

· A teacher on an alien planet explains about earth babies.
Academic Objectives:

· LA2W1: The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell the story.
Brilliant Star Objective:

· Cognitive/Thinking: Inductive Inference: Students will be able to derive a generalization or rule from a given set of examples based on logical thinking.
Readability Level: P-2
Vocabulary: tentacles, atmosphere
Introduction: Before reading, show the students the cover of the book and do a picture walk through the book. Read the title to the students and ask them what they think the book is about.
During Reading: Ask the following question on the corresponding pages:

· p 2- What does the author mean by earthlet?

· p 4- What does the author mean by pheelers and leggies?

· p 6- Do we grow fur on our heads? What do we call it?
· p 7- What is the author referring to when she says the “hairdo of sheep”?

· p 10- Why do babies really get patted on the back after they drink milk?
· p 12- Why does the alien think humans put eggs in a babies nose and ears?
· P 16- Would humans really shrink if they stayed wet? Why do humans really put powder on babies?
After Reading: 
· What a neat view of humans from an alien perspective. Sometimes before things are explained to us we have to make our own predictions don’t we? Can you think of a time when you had to make your own prediction about something before it was explained to you? The teacher could give an example of a time when she heard a loud noise in her house as a little girl and she thought a bomb was going off upstairs only to find out it was balloons popping from getting stuck in the fan.
Follow-Up Activities: 
1. Have the students choose a topic of interest.
2. Have them make a “how to” picture book of the topic from Dr. Xargle’s perspective on humans. For example, how to play baseball.
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