Maggie Powell


The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

Barbara Robinson
Book Description:

· A family of tough kids overrun a Christmas pageant;while inadvertantly learning some of the meanings of Christmas.

Academic Objectives:

· ELA2R4 - The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. 

a. Reads a variety of texts for information and pleasure.

· ELA2W1 - The student demonstrates competency in the writing process.  

t. 
Uses a variety of resources (encyclopedia, Internet, books) to research and share information on a topic.

Process objective: 
· Perceiving: The students will recognize that perceptions can impact thinking and beliefs, and how preconceived perceptions can be changed.
Vocabulary:  sacrilegious, auditions, rehearsals, penitentiary
Introduction:  Have you ever been to a play?...in a play?
During Reading:

· Chapter one- What did you find out about the Herdsmen?  How did people feel about the Herdsmen?  Would you like to be in a play with them?

· Chapter two-Who was usually in charge of the Christmas pageant?  Why would she not be able to direct the play this year?  Who substituted for Mrs. Armstrong?  Who was responsible for the Herdsmen showing up at the church and why were they really there?
· Chapter six- Explain how you thing the rehearsal went. Did they get all the way through the rehearsals?  Why or why not?

· End – What transformation took place in the Herdsmen?  How did it take place? Who do you think benefited the most from this play?

Follow-Up Activities: 

Collect canned goods to be donated to those in need such as a soup kitchen.  Use the canned goods to practice both graphing and alphabetical order. 

1. Group Work: Divide students and cans into at least four groups. Have students sort and stack cans in any order (ABC, color of labels, types of food…) one on top of the other, forming a graph. Have each group formulate questions about their graph to ask the class. Each group gets to present their graph.  Afterwards, take the canned goods to the donation box.  Discuss and relate what the purpose of bringing in canned goods was for, who it was for and why it is important for us to do this.
2.  Choice for Individuals:

· Create a poster to advertise The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

· Illustrate your favorite scene and write a caption under it.

· Produce a survey of questions about the Herdsmen and chart the results on the computer.

· Do an internet search for Christmas traditions in other countries. Report on your findings.

· You will be making the story into a play. Brainstorm a list of props that you will need and design a set for the play.

Additional Resources:
· Questions, Activities, and Lesson Plans: http://www.mce.k12tn.net/reading37/best_christmas_pageant_ever.htm 
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