Tops and Bottoms

Janet Stevens

Book Description:

· A rabbit turns his bad luck and hunger into good luck by striking a smart deal with the rich and lazy bear down the road. 
Academic Objective(s):

· ELA2R4l: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student recognizes plot, setting, and character within text, and compares and contrasts these elements among texts.

· ELA2R4h: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences.

· ELA2R4d: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student recalls explicit facts and infers implicit facts.

· ELA2W1a: The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student writes text of a length appropriate to address a topic and tell the story.

· ELA2W1f: The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student begins to write a response to literature that demonstrates understanding of the text and expresses and supports an opinion.

Brilliant Star Objective(s):

· Work/Career: Students will be able to express the importance of work ethics in a job situation exemplifying honesty and integrity.

· Cognition/Thinking: Analysis: Students will be able to systematically separate a complex whole into its simple parts in order to fully comprehend their interrelationships and the functions or purpose of the whole

Readability Level: 3.2

Vocabulary: lazy, wealthy, clever, hare, neighbor, harvesting, weeded, scowled, hollered, tassels, grunted, debt

Questions:

Before Reading:

· What does it mean to be lazy?

· Have you ever been lazy and not done what your parents or teacher asked you to do? 
· What happened as a result of you not doing what was asked of you?

· What was the consequence for not doing what was asked of you?

· Have you ever really wanted something but you did not do what you needed to earn it?

During Reading:

· What did the Hare sell to the Bear?

· Why did Hare sell his land to the Bear?

· What was Hare’s plan?

· What are tops and bottoms?

· What did Bear decide to do since Hare was trying to “cheat” him?

After Reading:

· Did rabbit really “cheat” bear? Why or why not?

· Is there a time when being lazy is all right? Explain.

· Why is it important to do things for yourself, rather than depending on others to do it for you?

Follow-Up Activities:

· Compare and contrast the book The Little Red Hen and this book finding similarities and differences in the work ethics of the main characters in both stories.

· Create a job description for a student and some of the characteristics of the role and tasks required of a student.

· Create a letter of recommendation for Bear and Hare. Describe the character traits of Bear and Hare and their work ability. 

· Write a story about a time when the student worked really hard to achieve or get something they wanted and what they did to get it.

· Present a math lesson on coins and money.

· Connect to a social studies lesson.

· Connect to a science lesson.
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