	Lesson Plan Summary



	Domain


	Cognitive and SocioCultural

	Book


	It’s Okay to Be Different by Todd Pharr



	GPS


	ELAKR6b- The student gains meaning from orally presented text.   The student makes predictions from pictures and titles.

ELAKW1d- The student begins to understand the principles of writing.  The student uses left to right pattern of writing.

ELAKW1e-The student begins to understand the principles of writing.  The student begins to use capitalization at the beginning of sentences and punctuation at the end of sentences.



	Process Objective
	Cognitive: Students will be able to categorize on the basis of personal attributes.
SocioCulture: Students will be able to identify physical, gender, social, ethnic and cultural factors that contribute to people being alike and different. 



	Vocabulary 


	different

	Lesson Structure/Thought Questions 


	Before reading

Are we all exactly the same?  Is that okay?  We are going to read about ways that we can be different.  It’s okay to be different.

During reading

What are some ways the people in the book were different?

What are some ways they were alike?

What makes you different from your friends?

What you like/dislike about your friends being different?

After reading
Do you know anyone who is like the characters in the book?

Which, if any, of these characters is like you?



	Follow up Activities


	In whole group ask the following questions.  You may graph the responses with post-it notes on the board.

Who wears glasses?

Who has no hair?

Who has braces on their teeth?

Who has big ears?

Do any of these differences make us better than anyone else?  No, we are all equal.  These differences make us special and unique.  They are what makes us who we are.  Without these differences we wouldn’t be unique.

1. Write about something that makes you different or special.  What is unique about you?

2. Draw a self-portrait illustrating what makes you different or special.  Under the picture, write “I am special because __________.”  Make a class book of pictures. 

3. Discuss how we are to treat people who are different.  Differences are not something to make fun of, but things to celebrate.  Have students come up with proper ways to treat people who are different from themselves.  Each student could copy the list into a book of their own to keep.

4. With a partner, list things that are the same about the two of you.  List things that are different about the two of you.  Together, write a paragraph telling about the things that are the same about the two of you.  Write a paragraph telling about the differences.




