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Description 

· This is a social studies lesson in which students will begin to locate the continents.
Academic Objective
· SS1G3 The student will locate major topographical features of the earth’s surface.

a. Locate all of the continents: North America, South America, Africa, Europe, Asia, Antarctica, and Australia.
Brilliant Star Objective
· Personal Style: Students will be able to discuss their yet-to-be developed potentials and resulting limitations.
Essential Question

· What are the names of the seven continents on earth? Locate them on a map.
Activating Strategy

· Show students a large map of the world or a globe and point out and name the seven continents.
· Show students North America and explain that it is the continent we live on.

· Tell students that you are going to read a story about a giraffe and other animals that live in Africa. 

· Show students where Africa is in relation to North America.

· Explain that they story is about a giraffe who wants to dance, but believes he can’t because others make fun of him and tell him he can’t.

Present

1.
Read the story Giraffes Can’t Dance.
2.
Have students draw pictures of the animals they saw in the illustrations.
3.    While the students draw remind them that these animals live in Africa. 

4.    Ask students if they can name other animals that live in Africa

Guided Practice

1. Give each student a map of the world.
2. Using a red and blue crayon or marker, ask students to color North America (the continent they live on) red and color Africa (the continent the animals in the story live on) blue.

3. After students have finished their maps, give them each a piece of paper.

4. Have a group discussion about the giraffe and why he thought he couldn’t dance.
5. Ask students to draw a picture of something they would like to do well.

6. With a partner, students will describe their picture and tell why they think they would be good at that and give examples of things that could hold them back. For example, a student might draw a picture of himself driving a racecar. He loves cars and likes to go fast, but he might not be able to drive a car because he can’t see over the steering wheel, can’t reach the petals, and doesn’t have a drivers’ license…yet.
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