The Rajah’s Rice
David Barry
Description:

· This is a math lesson in which students will deepen their understanding of doubling numbers.
Academic Objective:
· M4N1: Students will further develop their understanding of how whole numbers are represented in the base-ten numeration system.
Brilliant Star Objective:
· Affect/Emotional: Student will be able to express feelings of care and compassion for family members and friends.

AR Level: 4.0
Essential Question(s):
· How do you double a number?

· How many days does it take to reach a million grains of rice by doubling daily?

Engage:
· Read the story and stop to allow students to understand the pattern of doubling that takes place.


· Discuss story. Is Rajah foolish or wise? Why is Rajah selfish? Is Chandra foolish or wise? Why does she want to help others? How does Chandra show compassion for the village?

Explain:
· Discuss the last page of the story and explain how much rice is actually obtained by doubling to the last square of the chessboard.
· Discuss how various family members have shown compassion and how the student could show compassion by serving other people.

Explore:
· Give students a chart to graph how many days it would take to collect a million grains of rice on a single day by doubling each day.
· Give students a chart that displays 5 days and have students find at least 1 way to show care and compassion for a friend or family member every day for the week and record their good deed on the chart.

Evaluate:
· At end of week have students share their compassion chart with the class.
· Grade the millions chart together.
Extend:
· Have students write a journal page explaining how it felt to serve the family members they served during the week.
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