Brave Irene
William Steig
Book Description:

· This is a fairy tale about a courageous little girl determined to deliver a dress to the duchess that her sick mother has made. She must be brave enough to walk through a blizzard to get the deed done.
Academic Objective: 
· ELA4W2: The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres. The student produces a narrative.
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Conation/Volition: Given a specific situation, students will be able to discern how perseverance and determination helps one to achieve goals.

· Conation/Volition: Student will be able to describe specific attitudes (e.g., courage, gratitude, caring) and give examples of people who displayed that attitude.
Readability Level: 4.0
Vocabulary: courage, blizzard
Introduction:
· What do you think the book will be about?

· Be thinking about a time that you showed courage.

· What is a blizzard?

· What region of the US might this take place?

During Reading: 
· Why did Irene volunteer to take the dress to the duchess?

· What obstacles got in her way?

· How did Irene finally succeed? How did she feel at the end? How did the other characters feel?

· After she lost the dress, why did Irene want to continue her journey to the palace?

· When she fell in the hole, what gave Irene the courage to go on?

After Reading:
· Find five sentences in the story that make it easy for you to visualize in your mind what is happening. Write these on a piece of paper and discuss with a partner.
· Can you think of another solution to the problem?

· Describe a blizzard in a Haiku poem.

Follow-Up Activities: 
· Using a big chart, list thinks students have done that demonstrated courage or bravery.
· Write a short story of “Brave _______” using their own name, explaining a time they showed courage.
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