If You Decide to Go to the Moon

Faith McNulty

Book Description:

· A boy describes what it would be like to go to the moon.
Academic Objectives: 

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student 

f. Distinguishes fact from fiction in a text.
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Cognitive/Thinking: Classification: Students will be able to organize given elements into sets according to a specified rule or common attributes. 

Readability Level: 4.1

Vocabulary: meteors, comets, collision, craters, gravity, atmosphere 

Introduction: Discuss with the students that we will be reading a story that is fiction, but has true facts in the story. The story is about a boy going to the moon. Can a boy go to the moon? No. What do we know about the moon? Record some of the students’ responses on chart paper. Tell the students that these are facts and that some of these facts are in our fiction story. Turn to a clean page in the chart paper and make a t-chart. One side will be fiction and one side will be fact. Every student should have their own copy of this t-chart. 

During Reading: As the teacher reads the story, stop periodically at new information. The teacher will work through the book in the same way as a think-aloud. Begin by having the students listen as the teacher discusses whether the new information is fact or fiction and records it on the chart paper. Slowly invite the students to join the discussion as new information is found. Finally, on the last couple of pages have the students record the pieces of information on their t-chart independently or in partners, then discuss. 

Follow-Up Activities: 

Have students work in partners. Each group will have a fiction book on their given levels. Also give the partners a page with pieces of information from their book. The students are to cut out the slips of information, read the book together, and classify the information on a clean t-chart labeled with fact and fiction. 
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