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Description:

Island of the Blue Dolphins is an adventurous tale of a young Indian girl who spends eighteen years on an island alone. Her courage and inventiveness in learning how to survive on the island help make this book a true page turner. Karana, the girl, with wild dogs, hunts for food and hides from the Aleutian sea-otter hunters. Karana’s loneliness drives her to become courageous and self-reliant. 
The story of the Indian girl is based on a true story. She lived on the island between the years of 1835 to 1853. In history she is known as The Lost Woman of San Nicolas.  This book won the Newbery Medal in 1961. 

Accelerated Reader:

· Level 5.4
· Points 6.0
Academic Objectives:

· ELA4R2 The student consistently reads at least twenty-five books or book equivalents (approximately 1,000,000 words) each year. The material should include traditional and contemporary literature (both fiction and non-fiction) as well as magazines, newspapers, textbooks, and electronic material. Such reading should represent a diverse collection of material from at least three different literary forms and from at least five different writers.
Brilliant Star Objectives:
·  Spiritual Development Students will be able to identify the importance of a deep connection to themselves, others, nature, or to a higher power.
· Social/ Cultural-SocioCultural  Students will be able to identify the conflicts of man (man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. self) and ways to settle the conflicts. 
Lesson Duration

This book is a read aloud. It is recommended that you read a chapter a day. Students should keep a reading journal to record their thoughts or answers to the questions that are asked daily prior to reading. It is highly recommended that the questions be written out each day before reading, because you will use the prior day’s questions to review what has occurred in the story.
Read Aloud Questions by Chapter

Chapter 1

1. Who was the captain of the Aleut ship?

2. What did the Aleuts want to hunt on the Island?

3. Why didn’t Chief Chowig trust the Russians?

4. Explain the agreement made by Chief Chowig and the Russians.

Chapter 2
1. Describe the island as Karana saw it in the book.

2. What good fortune did Ulape encounter?

3. Explain what the Aleuts wanted from the tribe in this chapter.

Chapter 3
1. List the signs that the Aleuts gave the tribe that they were going to leave soon.
2.  What preparations were made by the tribe in case the Aleuts tried to leave without paying them?
Chapter 4

1. What does captain Orlov try to pay Chief Chowig with?

2. What was the result of the fight on the beach?

Chapter 5
1. How many men lost their lives in the fight?

2. Who did the tribe chose as the new chief?

3. Why were the remaining men in the tribe unhappy about the way work was portioned out?

4. What did Kimiki do about this?

5. What was Kimiki’s plan?

Chapter 6

1. What plan did the tribe have in case the Aleuts returned?

2. Who is in the ship that comes to the island?

Chapter 7
1. Karana discovers that someone is missing on the ship, who is it?
2. What is preventing the ship from turning back for him?

3. When Karana realizes that no one will stop the ship, what does she do?

Chapter 8

1. What discovery do Karana and Ramo make in the abandoned huts?

2. Why must they gather more food?

3. When Ramo disappears, where does Karana find him? What condition is he in?

4. Explain the vow that Karana makes.

Chapter 9
1. What does Karana do to the village?

2. Describe her new home.

3. Karana hesitates to make weapons, why?

4. When Karana does make weapons, what does she make?
Chapter 10
1. Why does Karana leave the island in the canoe?

2. What happens to Karana once she leaves in the canoe?

3. Name the animals that brought Karana back home.

4. What emotions does Karana feel when she reaches the island?

Chapter 11
1. Where did Karana decide to build her new home? Why?

Chapter 12
1. How did Karana make a fence?

2. How did Karana make her lamps?

3. To kill the dogs Karana needed weapons, what did she use?

4. How did Karana make the spear heads?

Chapter 13
1. When Karana prepared to shoot the bull she remembered something that her father used to say. What was it?

2. Is Karana able to kill the bull?

3. Explain what happens to Karana.

Chapter 14

1. How long is Karana unable to walk?

2. How does Karana get water?

3. What does Karana find at the site of the sea elephant fight?

4. Karana makes what from the bull’s teeth?

Chapter 15

1. What is different about the leader of the pack of dogs?

2. Where does Karana believe he came from?

3. How does Karana force the pack of dogs out of their den?

4. Explain the scene where Karana comes face to face with the lead dog.

5. After Karana wounds the leader of the pack she comes upon him, what happens?

6. What name does Karana give the pack leader?

Chapter 16

1. Karana is always preparing for the return of the Aleuts. What does she do this time to prepare for their possible return?

2. Explain the discovery Karana and Rontu make in the cave.

3. Is Karana still lonely? Why or why not?
Chapter 17
1. How does Karana catch the devilfish?

2. Rontu meets up with the remainder of the dog pack, what happens?

Chapter 18
1. Who are Karana’s new friends?

2. How does Karana dress herself up?

Chapter 19
1. Karana tries to catch devilfish. Is she successful? Describe what happens.

Chapter 20
1. Karana spots a ship, what does she do?

Chapter 21
1. What kind of material does Karana use to make her new skirt?
2. Tutok, the Aleut girls calls out to Rontu. Why?
3. What is the meaning of the Aleut word wintscha?
4. What gift does Tutok leave in front of the cave?
Chapter 22
1. What gift does Karana make for Tutok?

2. Describe the emotions that Karana feels after Tutok leaves the island.

Chapter 23
1. What name does Karana give the wounded sea otter?

2. What happened when Karana could not catch fish for the wounded sea otter?

Chapter 24
1. List the new animals that Karana makes friends with.

2. How does Karana know that Mon-a-nee is a girl?

3. Describe how Karana’s attitude has changed about killing animals.
Chapter 25
1. Explain the sad event that occurs in this chapter.

 Chapter 26

1. Karana wants to catch the wild dog, how does she do this?

2. What is the meaning of the name that Karana gave the wild dog?

Chapter 27
1. What kind of weather hits the island?

2. How does Karana survive?

Chapter 28
1. What damage did the earthquake and tidal wave do?

2. How did this affect Karana?

3. A ship comes to the island. Karana is afraid that it is the Aleuts. Is it?

4. Karana realizes that the men from the ship are calling for her, what does she do?
5. Is Karana rescued? Why or why not?

Chapter 29
1. How long does it take the ship to return?

2. What does the man bring Karana?

3. What happened to the ship that carried Karana’s family?

Possible Closing Activities:

Students can write about their favorite part of the book. 

Students could illustrate a favorite scene or illustrate a book jacket.

Students could write a new ending to the story.

Students could write a report about any of the animals in the story.

Students could make a time line or a mural of the story from beginning to end.

Students could write a short story about how they would survive on a deserted island.
