Liar, Liar, Pants on Fire
Gordon Korman
Book Description:

· Zoe, an imaginative third grader, thinks that she has to lie to be interesting, until a good friend and an eagle convince her that she does not have to lie to be special. 

Academic Objective: 
· ELA3R3l: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student identifies and infers cause-and-effect relationships and draws conclusions.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Moral Character: Students will be able to describe what it means to be responsible and tell the truth. They will discuss what choices should be made when asked to tell the truth about a situation.
Readability Level: 3.0
Vocabulary: Students should know all vocabulary terms.

Introduction: How would you feel if your best friend consistently lied to you? When is it acceptable to not tell the truth? What can be the effects of lies?
During Reading: 
· Whose point of view is the story told from?
· What was the first lie Zoe told? Why did she tell this lie?

· How did one lie lead to another lie?

· Look on page 14. What is the reason Zoe gives for lying?

· What lie did Zoe tell regarding an eagle? Why did she tell this lie?

· What happened in the eagle’s nest that Zoe took pictures of? Why was she so excited about this?
· Why did the class not believe Zoe’s story about the eagle?

· What made Zoe finally confess to Michael that she had been lying?

· What did Michael say was Zoe’s best talent? Why?

After Reading:
· Name several effects that could happen when you tell a lie?

· Name several causes (reasons) why someone would tell a lie?

· Why does one lie sometimes follow another and then another?

· Is it always best to tell the truth? What are certain occasions when it might be acceptable to tell a lie?

· How does honesty show responsibility?
Follow-Up Activities: 
· The teacher calls out various sentences that contain cause and effect. Students will divide their paper into two columns: one for cause and one for effect. Students will list the causes and the effect from each sentence in the appropriate column.
· As a class, brainstorm all the excuses and rationalizations people give for lying, cheating, and stealing, and then have a discussion about them. How valid are they? What’s wrong with each of them?
· Role-play various situations where one or more students are under pressure to be dishonest. Examples: helping a friend cheat on an assignment or exam, or lying to cover up for someone.
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