Owls in the Family
Farley Mowat
Book Description:  

· A boy from Saskatchewan, Canada rescues and adopts 2 owls, Wol and Weeps, which end up shaking up the home and the neighborhood.
Academic Objective: 
· ELA4R1b:  The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a 

warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational 

texts.  Identifies and analyzes the elements of plot, character, and setting in stories 

      read, written, viewed, or performed.

· ELA4W2:  The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.  The student produces informational writing (e.g., report, procedures, correspondence).

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Friendship:  Students will be able to describe similar friendship traits or actions between people and animals.
· Friendship: Students will be able to describe what friends do together and how they can help each other. 
· Social/Cultural: Students will be able to identify physical, gender, social, ethnic and cultural factors that contribute to people being alike and different.
Readability Level:  4.0
Vocabulary:  torment, valuable, coward, chums
Introduction: Questions to consider:

· From reading the title, what do you think this book will be about?  

· Have you ever rescued an animal? 

· For those of you with a pet at home, are you friends with your pet? What kinds of things do you do together? 

· How is your relationship with your pet similar and different from your relationship with your human friends? 
During Reading: 
· Why do you think the boys wanted owls for pets?

· Where does this story take place?
· Why were the boys mistreating the owl they had found?

· Why did Billy rescue Weeps from the boys?

· What human behaviors do the owls exhibit?

· How did Wol save the boys from the bullies? How is this like a friend?

· Why would you take a pet on vacation with you?

· How did Billy feel about moving? 

· How did Billy’s friend, Bruce, help out with the owls when Billy moved?

After Reading:
· Describe the characters, setting, and plot of the story.
· How was the friendship between Billy and the owls similar to his friendship with his human friends?

· What did Billy’s friend, Bruce, have to change at his home in order to keep the owls for Billy?

Follow-Up Activities: 
· With a partner, create a story map listing the characters, setting, plot.
· Create a Venn Diagram showing the similarities and differences of how Wol and Weeps treat Mutt, the dog.
· On a map, locate Saskatchewan, Canada and explain how their lives would be different than ours, just because of location.
· With a 4th grade class from Saskatchewan, students will have email penpals (epals) that they will correspond with throughout the school year. They will explore the differences in their lives at home and at school.
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· Brilliant Star Main Page
· Brilliant Star Reading Project [Upper Elementary & Middle Grades]: | Index | 

