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Book Description:

· Describes the racial prejudice experienced by Jackie Robinson when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers and became the first black player in Major League baseball. Depicts the acceptance and support he received from his white teammate Pee Wee Reese.
Academic Objective: 
· ELA4R1f:  For literary texts the student identifies the characteristics of various genres and produces evidence of reading that makes judgments and inferences about setting, characters, and events and supports them with elaborating and convincing evidence from the text.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Affect/Emotion: The student will be able to discuss the meaning of attitude and how it relates to ones life.

· SocioCultural: Students will be able to identify the conflicts of man and ways to settle the conflicts.

· Perceiving: Students will be aware of their surroundings and the effects they can have on a person’s feelings and reactions.
AR Level: 5.4
Vocabulary: apathetic, courage, humiliation, fairness, prejudice, segregation, taunts, respect, loyalty
Introduction: 
Questions to consider:

· Have you ever been treated unfairly? How did it feel?

· Have you ever treated someone else unfairly? How do you think they felt?

· How does it feel to have someone hurt your feelings?

· Have you ever intervened when a friend was being treated wrongly?

During Reading: 
· What was it like for Black Americans in the 1940s?

· Why did Branch Rickey want Jackie Robinson to play for the Brooklyn Dodgers?

· How was Jackie first treated after he made the team?

· How would you have handled your feelings in Jackie’s place?

· Why didn’t Pee Wee Reese sign the petition to get rid of Jackie?

· What might you have done in Pee Wee’s position?

· What special thing did Pee Wee do during the game at Cincinnati?

· Do you think it took courage for Pee Wee to make a stand with Jackie?

After Reading:
· “Jackie was mobbed by blacks, young and old, as if her were a savior.” What does it mean to be “a savior”? Do you think Jackie Robinson was a savior?
· How do you know that Pee Wee Reese was loyal to Jackie Robinson?

· How do you feel about the rules and the treatment that Black Americans had to endure?
Follow-Up Activities: 
· Draw a three-way Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the courageous acts of Jackie Robinson, Pee Wee Reese, and Branch Rickey.

· Write 
· about a time when you had to be courageous, either standing up for yourself or for another person.

     OR

· about a time when you were treated unfairly. Describe how the situation could have been resolved fairly.
· In groups, list moments in history when someone or a group was treated unfairly. Share with class.

· TEACHER: Simulate a lack of fairness within the classroom. (Example: give all of the right-handed students a piece of candy and allow them to line up first.) Afterwards, discuss how this made both groups feel.

· Brainstorm, with the counselor in the classroom, various ways to handle conflict.
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