The Biggest, Best, Snowman

Margery Cuyler

Book Description:

· A little girl is told she is too little to do anything and starts to believe it until one day her and her friends work together to make a very big snowman.
Academic Objectives: 

ELA2R4 The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student h. Makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences.
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Affect/Emotional Understanding:  Students will be able to recognize the feelings and subsequent emotions that might occur as a result of a specific event. 
Readability Level: 3.6
Vocabulary: blustery, nudged, matted, fetched 

Introduction: Discuss with the students that today we will be reading a story about a little girl who has been told she is too little to do anything. Ask the students whether or not they have ever been told that. Let the students share. Ask them how it made them feel to be told they were too little to do something. Explain to the students that by remembering something similar that has happened to them, they can better understand how the character in the story is feeling and why she does what she does. Ask the students to predict what the little girl in the story will do when she is told she is too little. Invite predictions. 
During Reading: As the teacher reads the story aloud, stop throughout the story to discuss how the little girl must be feeling in response to what her family has told her, why she tells her friends she can’t make the big snowman, and how she must feel when she has made the snowman. At the end have the students discuss how things have now changed between the little girl and her family and predict what will happen now. 
Follow-Up Activities: 

Each group of students (2 or 3 students) will be given a slip of paper with a scenario that does not include the reaction to an event. The students in the group will act out the situation for the class and finish the scenario with an appropriate reaction.  The class will then discuss the situation and if anybody had ever been in the same situation.
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