The Hundred Penny Box
Sharon Bell Mathis
Book Description:

· Michael attempts to save his 100 year old aunt’s old box filled with pennies from his mother, who wants to throw it out.
Academic Objective: 
· ELA3R3i: The student uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning from grade-level text. The student makes connections between texts and/ or personal experiences.

Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Affect/Emotion: Students will be able to express feelings of care and compassion for family members and friends.
· Family: Students will be able to describe important family relationships and the emotions families share.
Readability Level: 3.9
Vocabulary: “great-“ (pertaining to a relative as a great-aunt), record, Victrola, furnace
Introduction: 
· Draw a family tree on the board to explain what “great-“ means when referring to a relative. (ex: great-great-aunt)

· Discuss the students that have “great-“ relatives living.

· How are your relationships different with your siblings, parents, and grandparents?

During Reading: 
· Why did Michael’s father fell responsible for Aunt Dew?
· Why were the pennies important to Aunt Dew?

· Why did Michael’s mother want to get rid of the hundred penny box?

· Why did Michael’s mother tell him the story about his old teddy bear?

· Why didn’t Michael want his mother to get rid of the old box?

After Reading:
· Can you think of something that belongs to a member of your family that is not worth much to anyone except that person?
· Tell what it means to be compassionate?

· What lesson did Michael’s mother need to learn?

Follow-Up Activities: 
· Write a compassionate letter to an elderly grandparent or another family member.
· Interview an elderly family member about their past (happiest and saddest times in their lives, dreams that have come true, goals achieved and not achieved, hobbies, life growing up, and the best invention in their lifetime).
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