The Stranger
Chris Van Allsburg
Book Description:

· This story tells of a stranger with no memory of whom he is or where he's from. He recuperates in the home of a kind farmer and his family during the fall season.

Academic Objective: 
· ELA4R1: The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts.

· ELA4R1e: The student identifies the characteristics of various genres and produces evidence of reading that identifies and shows the relevance of foreshadowing clues.
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Conation/Volition: Students will be able to define attitude and how it relates to one’s life; will be able to describe specific attitudes (e.g., courage, gratitude, caring, kindness) and give examples of people who displayed that attitude.
AR Level: 3.7
Vocabulary: mercury, draft, etched, frost, fascinated, parlor, terror, timid
Introduction:
· Tell your students that you will be reading a book to them that contains a mystery—a man cannot remember who he is! Their job, as you read the book, will be to listen very carefully for foreshadowing clues in the words and pictures that will help them to solve the mystery of the man's identity. Paying attention to clues is an important skill to use when we are reading mystery stories, but it is also an important part of every kind of reading. When we pay attention to foreshadowing clues, we build theories that are based on what the book actually tells us.
· Pass out a chart with two columns. The left column is titled My Theory and the right column is titled Text Evidence or Clues. 

· Explain to the students that they will be filling in the chart as the story is read whenever a clue is given about the stranger. 

During Reading: 
· During reading, pause when foreshadowing clues are given as to stranger’s identity so students can fill in their chart.
· What does it mean when mercury is stuck at the bottom of a thermometer? What might this mean about the stranger's temperature? Do you think the thermometer is really broken?
· What does the stranger's interaction with the rabbits teach us about his character? Why do you think the rabbits are so comfortable with him?
· What do we know about the season when we see geese flying south? Why is the stranger so fascinated by the geese he sees? 
· What is happening when the stranger blows on the leaf? Look closely at the picture. What changes about the leaf as he blows on it? Look closely at his face. What does his expression mean? 
After Reading:
· Discuss with the class who they think the Stranger is?

· What in the book makes you think that?

· What kind of family are the Baileys?

· Why do you think they were kind enough to take in the Stranger?
· Would you have taken in the Stranger? Why or why not?

Follow-Up Activities: 
· Writing Activity: The stranger was very different from the Baileys, yet they took him in and cared for him. This doesn’t always happen. Write about why it is important to be kind to people who are different from us. Use The Stranger chart to support your ideas.

· Discuss perspective being the way someone sees things. Many times people look at the same event and see different things. Pretend you are the stranger in the book The Stranger. Write four ways he would see the events in the book differently.
· Make your own story about how the seasons change; create an unusual explanation for a natural process. 

· What would happen if the seasons didn't change when they were supposed to? Write a story about the trouble this could cause.
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