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Description
· This is a science lesson in which students will understand the impact a blizzard can have and how animals adapt to winter.

Academic Objective
· S4L2: Students will identify factors that affect the survival or extinction of organisms such as adaptation and hibernation.
· S4E3: Students will differentiate between the states of water and how they relate to the water cycle and weather. 

(e): Investigate different forms of precipitation and sky conditions.
Brilliant Star Objective
· Physical:  Students will be able to identify animal adaptations in regard to nature during the seasons of the year.
AR Level: 3.9

Essential Question: 

· Describe blizzard conditions.

· How do animals adapt to winter?

Vocabulary: migration, hibernation, blizzard, instinct

Engage
· Read Brave Irene by William Steig.
· Anticipation guide on animals’ behavior in the winter.

Explain 
· Discuss difference in instinct and learned behavior.
· Discuss which animals migrate and which hibernate.

· Discuss how animals’ bodies prepare for hibernation.

· Explain what a blizzard is and what areas of the US experience blizzards.
Explore
· Read about the research gathered by the Craigheads with regards to bear hibernation.
· Research online various blizzards of the last century and their effects.
Evaluate
· Revisit the anticipation guide and make corrections.
· Write a short paragraph explaining the steps that lead to hibernation. 
Extend

· On a map of the US, pinpoint locations where there are large populations of black bear, brown bear, and grizzly bear.
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