Owls in the Family
Farley Mowat
Description:
· This is a science lesson in which students will deepen their understanding of an owl’s diet by dissecting owl pellets.

Academic Objective:
· S4L1. Students will describe the roles of organisms and the flow of energy within an ecosystem.  a. Identify the roles of producers, consumers, and decomposers in a community. b. Demonstrate the flow of energy through a food web/food chain beginning with sunlight and including producers, consumers, and decomposers.

Brilliant Star Objective:
· Physical:  Students will be able to discuss the relationships between animals of a species and between the animals and nature. 
Essential Question: 

· What is an owl’s role in a food chain and how are other animals involved in the same chain?  
Activating Strategy:
· K-W-L chart on owls.
· Read Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat
Present:
· Discuss the roles of organisms and the flow of energy in an ecosystem.

· Draw on board what students think the food chain for an owl would be.

· Explain what an owl pellet is, how it is formed, and where it is found.
Guided Practice:
· Discuss rules of handling owl pellets.

· Provide students with gloves, tweezers, skewers, egg cartons, an owl pellet, and a bone chart.

· Allow students to dissect the owl pellet, sorting the bones by animal type into the egg cartons. 

· Students will use the chart to identify the animal digested by the owl.

Summarize:
· Revisit the owl’s food chain that was drawn on the board and make corrections.

· Complete the K-W-L chart. 

· Students will write a paragraph explaining what they have learned about an owl’s diet.
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