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Description

 Ralphie becomes a superhero “Weatherman”. Mrs. Frizzle allows Ralphie to take control of the Magic School Bus to show the others how weather occurs. 
Accelerated Reader 

· Level 3.4
· Points 0.5
Academic Objectives

· S4E3 Students will differentiate between the states of water and how they relate to the water cycle and weather.
· Element c Investigate how clouds are formed.
· Element e Investigate different forms of precipitation and sky conditions. (rain, snow, sleet, hail, clouds, and fog).
Brilliant Star Objectives
· Cognitive/Thinking: 
· Correlation: Students will be able to identify a relationship between two or more things related to each other (not necessarily causally).
· Causation: Students will be able to discover or create a relationship between interdependent sequential events showing how one event influences or determines a second event.
· Implication: Students will be able to determine an unspecified relationship between two things, one expressed and the other suggested.
· Deductive Inference: Students will be able to derive a particular observation or conclusion from a generalization based on logical thinking.
Lesson Duration

This unit will take 3 forty five minute class periods.
DAY 1

Materials:

8 ½ x 11 white paper, pencil, sentence strips, markers, Magic School Bus Kicks up a Storm Book, dictionary or science book.
Vocabulary:

Air, atmosphere, weather, updraft, front, evaporate, condense, moisture, wind
Before Reading:

First preview the vocabulary words with the students.  Give each group of students a sentence strip and marker. Encourage the students to find the definitions to the weather words either in their science book or in the dictionary. Have the groups write the word and the definition on the sentence strips. Encourage them to write the definitions in their own words.  Instruct the groups to present their word strip to the class, and then post the strips on the word wall. 

Next make a foldable KWL graphic organizer using the white paper and pencil. Instruct the students to fold the white paper in a 3 fold fashion as if they are going to place it in an envelope. Instruct the students to open the folded paper and trace the fold lines. They should have three sections. Label the first section K- What we know about weather. Label the second section W- What we want to know about weather. Label the third section L- What we have learned about weather. 
Now that the graphic organizer is made, instruct the students to fill in the K section of the graphic organizer. Do not allow any more than 5 minutes for this activity.

Preview the book, by flipping though and showing the students the pictures in the book. Do not read the whole book at this time. Instruct the students to write questions in the W part of their graphic organizer, while you are previewing the book. The students should be able to write at least three questions each.  Ask the students to read their questions to the class one at a time and generate chart of essential questions from the class to post in the room. This may be written on chart paper, poster board, sentence strips, or typed on the smart board. Take up the graphic organizers to use in the next days’ lessons. 
DAY 2
Materials:

Graphic organizers from day one, Magic School Bus Kicks Up a Storm Book

During Reading:
Pass out the graphic organizers, instruct students to listen for answers to their questions as you read the book. Instruct the students to write down any answers they may find.  This book is set up in a comic book fashion, therefore when it is read aloud only read the top of the page. Do not read aloud the captions of the characters. Save this for the students to read once you finish and place the book in the class library.
Questions to ask during reading: The pages in this book are not numbered. It is a good idea to read the book before you read it aloud so that you will know when to ask the questions.
1. How would you describe muggy weather?
2. What does Ralphie mean when he says “Weather is how all the air above and around us is right now?”

3. How does Mrs. Frizzle define weather?

4. What is the major ingredient of weather?

5. How does wind relate to a big fan? 

6. How is wind related to weather/

7. Can you connect the word updraft with the word front?

8. How do you think the students in Mrs. Frizzle’s class made a cloud?

9. What was the importance of the ice crystals in relation to the cloud?

10.  Explain what happens as the temperature of the moisture changes within the cloud.

Finish the book and follow up with filling in the L-What we learned section of the graphic organizer.  Take the graphic organizers up to use to write a report on weather for day 3.

DAY 3

Materials:
Cloud in a Jar experiment from the NOAA website http://www.crh.noaa.gov/abr/?n=cloudjar.php
Gallon jar, black construction paper, tape, warm water, plastic bag of ice that fits over jar opening, matches.

Activity:

Follow the procedures listed on the cloud in a jar website. Use the key questions. This activity works best if you can break the class down into 2 to 4 groups, and use adult volunteers to assist with each group. 

Wrap up the unit with a reflective writing. Students may use their graphic organizer to help them write about their learning experience. Possible story starters;
1. Write about how you think weather is formed.

2. Write about what you would do if you were Ralphie the Weatherman.

3. Write about how you would Kick up a storm.

4. If you were Mrs. Frizzle how would you have conducted this field trip.
