The Story of Ruby Bridges
Robert Coles
Book Description:

· This is a true story of Ruby, a young girl who was the first African American to attend a public school in her hometown. She showed tremendous perseverance in attending school daily amidst all of the jeers and taunts. 
Academic Objective: 
· SS5H8b: The student will describe the importance of key people, events, and developments between 1950-1975. Explain the key events and people of the Civil Rights movement.
Brilliant Star Objective: 

· Conation/Volition: Students will be able to discern how perseverance and determination help one to achieve goals in a specific situation. 

AR Level: 4.4
Vocabulary: segregation, civil rights, integrate, racism, prejudice, perseverance, equality
Introduction: 
· Discuss segregation and the civil rights movement.

· Discuss when schools integrated and how students must have felt.

· How are you different from your friends and other people in this school?  

· Do you think these differences make you special or better? 

· How do you feel when someone tells you they are better than you? 

· Do you ever feel that there is something you can do to make a change in the world around you?

During Reading: 
· Who was Ruby Bridges? 

· What made Ruby so different from everyone else? 

· How would you feel if you were Ruby? 

· What would you do if you were Ruby in that situation? 

· In what ways has Ruby’s strength and courage affected our lives today?

After Reading:
· Why do you think so many people were prejudice during that time in history?

· How does perseverance help someone overcome such a difficult situation?

· If you could choose one of Ruby’s character traits for yourself, what would you choose and why?

· If you were Ruby, would you have continued to go to school or would you have stayed home where you were safe?

· If there was a child who was different from everyone else and wasn’t allowed in our school because of that difference, would you do anything to help that child? Why or why not?

Follow-Up Activities: 
· Think-Pair-Share Activity

 HYPERLINK "http://www.teachpeacenow.org/rubybridgeschart.html" : Each student will fill in a chart comparing herself or himself to a classmate. Then the class will create a class chart of all the differences they observed. Teacher will point out that these differences makes us each unique from everyone else.
· Guided Discussion: Define the term equality and ask if any of those charted differences makes one person better than another. Provide hypothetical situations in which some class members are given privileges that others cannot participate in. Example: left-handed children would have to attend a different school than right-handed ones. Emphasize that while we are different, we are all equal and deserve the same opportunities.
· Students will write a letter to Ruby Bridges telling her why they think what she did was important. (the letters can be sent to the Ruby Bridges Foundation)

· Students will watch the Disney movie of The Story of Ruby Bridges.
Additional resources:

· http://www.rubybridges.com  
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