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Description:

Little Willy lives with his grandfather on a potato farm in Wyoming. Grandfather becomes mysteriously ill. The tax collector arrives to deliver the news that the farm will be taken over and sold to collect the ten years worth of back taxes which equals $500. Little Willy is determined to save the farm and heal grandfather. When Little Willy sees a poster for the National Dogsled Race, with a prize of $500 dollars, he quickly puts his plan to save the farm into action.  Willy and his faithful dog Searchlight have a formidable opponent in the Shoshone Indian Stone Fox. Stone Fox has never lost a race. The ten mile race ends with Searchlight having a heart attack 100 feet from the finish line. Stone Fox is touched by Little Willy’s determination and will to win for the purpose of saving his grandfather’s farm. Stone Fox draws a line in the snow and dares the other contestants to cross, as Little Willy carries a dead Searchlight over the finish line.
Accelerated Reader:
· Level 4.0
· Points 1.0
Academic Objectives:

· SS4E2 The student will identify the elements of a personal budget and explain why personal spending and saving decisions are important.
· SS4CG4 The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic.
· Element a Students will explain the necessity of respecting the rights of others and promoting the common good. 
· ELA4R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational text.
Brilliant Star Objectives:

· Moral Character Development 
· Students will be able to describe difficulties that arise in keeping one’s promises and the results of doing so or not doing so.
· Students will be able to describe what it means to be responsible and tell the truth. They will discuss what choices should be made when asked to tell the truth about a situation.
· Given a story or a situation in which a choice must be made between acceptable or appropriate behavior and unacceptable or inappropriate behavior, the students will be able to discern the moral dilemma, make a choice, and provide a rationale for that choice.
· Personal Style Students will be able to describe important similarities and differences among people.
· Awareness/Perceiving-Perceiving 
· Students will be able to recognize that perceptions can impact thinking and beliefs, and how preconceived perceptions can be changed.
·  Students will be able to put into perspective bad things that happen and discuss how they get through difficult situations including the identification of alternative reactions and action to make the situation better.
· Affect/Emotional Expression Students will be able to express feelings of care and compassion for family members and friends.
Lesson Duration:

This lesson should take approximately five sixty minute class periods. The book contains ten chapters.  Two chapters need to be read a day.  

The lesson can be made into ten 30 minute lessons, by reading a chapter a day and doing the activity every other day.

Day 1
Materials:
Internet connection, computer, smart board or way to show entire class the website, Stone Fox Books (enough for each child to have a book), Reading Journal, pencil, chart paper, marker, sentence strips, United States Map, post it note pads
Before Reading:

Tell the students that the book they are going to read is fiction, but that there is a “Rocky Mountain” legend with the same tragic ending. With a dry erase maker circle the Rocky Mountains. Next tell them that the setting for this story is Jackson, Wyoming, use a dry erase marker to circle Jackson, Wyoming. Next point out the dogsled and dogs on the cover of the book, ask the students do they have an idea of where you could find dogsleds being pulled by dogs today? 
Connect to the internet. Go to http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/sled-dogs-an-alaskan-epic/introduction/3146/ or http://www.iditarod.com/  to show the students real sled dogs in action.  Both web sites are good for activating the interest of the students in the book.

 The vocabulary for this book will be done as the students read. When students come to a word they do not know or stumble over, take a post it note and mark down the word. Then find the meaning of the word using context clues from the story, or look the word up. Make a sentence strip for the word and put it on the word wall.  Use the word wall words later in a crossword puzzle or in a word search. 
During Reading:

This book is a great read aloud. There are several ways to do this. Students may choral read, girls read one paragraph and boys read one paragraph, or the teacher may read aloud and every few sentences stop reading and let the students finish the sentence or paragraph, or students may buddy read. If you chose to have the students read aloud individually, you will want to have a system to keep up with who has read, other than going row by row.  One suggestion is to write each student’s name on craft stick and pull the sticks at random out of a cup.
Chapter 1 Grandfather
1. Where did Willy and Grandfather live?
2. Why did Willy think that Grandfather was playing a trick on him/

3. What did Grandfather mean when he said “It’s good to ask questions”?
4. What did Doc Smith mean when she said “Grandfather has lost his will to live”?

5. Willy said “You’ll see. I’ll make Grandfather want to live again.” Do you believe that Willy is old enough or smart enough to cure Grandfather?”
Chapter 2 Little Willy

1. What did Doc Smith suggest Willy do with Grandfather?
2. What did Doc Smith suggest Willy do with Searchlight?

3. Where did Doc Smith suggest Willy live when grandfather died/

4. How did Willy react to Doc Smith’s suggestions/

5. How did Grandfather communicate with Willy?

6. What did Willy discover when he opened the strong box?

7. Why wouldn’t Willy accept help from Grandfather’s friend?

8. Why would it be hard for Willy to borrow a horse to pull the plow?

9. What did people think about Willy using his college money to enter the National race?

Activity:

Take up any post it notes with vocabulary words.  Find the definitions to the words, and post the words on the word wall using sentence strips.

Give the following writing prompt for the students to make an entry in their Reading Journal
Prompt: Little Willy’s grandfather cared for him as he grew up. He teaches Little Willy important lessons and plays games with Willy. Willy has great respect and love for his grandfather. Think about someone who you have great respect and love for. Write the person’s name and at least four detail sentences telling what this person has done to earn your respect and love. 
Allow a volunteer to read their journal entry.

An additional activity is to have students invent a code to speak to each other without using words.  Pair the students and have them invent a code for certain messages. After an allotted time have them share their messages and codes with the class.

Day 2

Materials:
 Reading Journals, Stone Fox Book, post it notes, sentence strips, pencil, and marker
During Reading:

Follow the procedure for day 1 on reading the book aloud. You may want to mix it up to keep the students interested in reading aloud.

Chapter 3 Searchlight
1. Describe winter in Wyoming and compare it to winter where you live.
2. How did Willy know how much food to buy for the winter?

3. Why would Willy have more than enough food to last the winter?

4. How did Willy get to and from school each day?

5. What did Searchlight and Willy do every day after school/

Chapter 4 The Reason

1. Who was at Willy’s house when he came in from school?

2. How did Searchlight react to Mr. Snyder?

3. What was the purpose of Mr. Snyder’s visit to the farm?

4. Where did Willy find the letters that Mr. Snyder said Grandfather had received?

5. How much money did Grandfather owe in back taxes?

6. What will happen to the farm if Grandfather does not pay the taxes?

Activity:
Take up any post it notes with vocabulary words.  Find the definitions to the words, and post the words on the word wall using sentence strips.

Give the following writing prompt for the students to make an entry in their Reading Journal.

Prompt: In the story, Little Willy works hard trying to run the farm. He and Searchlight dig the potatoes. He cooks for and feeds Grandfather. He buys the supplies and chops the wood for the winter.   Willy is proud of his hard work. Think of a time you did something that was very hard to do, but you knew you had to do it. Write about how it felt when you were doing it and how it felt when you finished.
Allow volunteers to read their entry.

Additional Activity: Plan a family budget. Make sure that money goes to savings to pay for the taxes. 

Day 3

Materials:
 Reading Journals, Stone Fox Book, post it notes, sentence strips, pencil, and marker

During Reading:

Follow the procedure for day 1 on reading the book aloud. You may want to mix it up to keep the students interested in reading aloud.

Chapter 5 The Way
1. Explain what Willy meant when he said “Where there’s a will there’s a way.”

2. Explain what Doc Smith and Willy thought caused Grandfather to get ill.

3. How did Willy plan to cure Grandfather?

4. Everyone was giving Willy advice to sell the farm, but Willy does not want to. Why?

5. Willy was turned down at the bank for a loan to save the farm, how does he plan to get the money if he cannot get a loan?

6. Why did a tear slip from Grandfather’s eyes?
Chapter 6 Stone Fox

1. How did Willy get the money to enter the race?
2. What did people think about Willy using his college money to enter the National race?

3. What was good about the route the race would take?

4. What was the distance of the race?

5. Describe Stone Fox and his dog team the first time Willy saw them.

6. What tribe was Stone Fox a member of?

7. What important thing did Willy learn about Stone Fox and the white man?

8. What did Stone Fox do with the money he won from races?

Activity:
Take up any post it notes with vocabulary words.  Find the definitions to the words, and post the words on the word wall using sentence strips.

Give the following writing prompt for the students to make an entry in their Reading Journal.

Think about Willy’s purpose for wanting to win the race. Think about Stone Fox’s purpose for winning races. Write a paragraph comparing Stone Fox and Willy’s purpose for wanting to win the race.

Allow volunteers to read their journal entry.

Day 4

Materials:

Reading Journals, Stone Fox Book, post it notes, sentence strips, pencil, and marker

During Reading:

 Follow the procedure for day 1 on reading the book aloud. You may want to mix it up to keep the students interested in reading aloud. 
Chapter 7 The Meeting

1. What did Doc Smith tell Willy about the race?

2. Did Doc Smith believe that Willy could win?

3. Why did Willy have to go to Lester’s store after dark?

4. What happened when Stone Fox discovered Willy petting his Samoyeds?

5. What did Willy tell Stone Fox about the race?

6. Why couldn’t Willy and Searchlight sleep the night before the race?

Chapter 8 The Day
1. What did Willy see when his sled came up on Main Street?

2. What did Willy tell Lester about his black eye?
3. How much money had been bet on Willy?

4. Why didn’t it matter that Willy’s eye was swollen shut?

5. Explain why you think that “Stone Fox’s eyes seemed to have lost their sparkle”?

Activity:

Take up any post it notes with vocabulary words.  Find the definitions to the words, and post the words on the word wall using sentence strips.

Give the following writing prompt for the students to make an entry in their Reading Journal.

Prompt:  The odds are against Little Willy. People do not believe he can win the race, Grandfather is getting more ill by the day, and he has a black eye. Think about a time when you felt defeated. Tell what you did to overcome the feeling.
Day 5

Materials:

Reading Journals, Stone Fox Book, post it notes, sentence strips, pencil, and marker

During Reading:

 Follow the procedure for day 1 on reading the book aloud. You may want to mix it up to keep the students interested in reading aloud. 
Chapter 9 The Race
1. In the beginning of the race, what almost happened to Willy?

2. Willy was enjoying the lead in the race, where was Stone Fox?

3. What risk did Willy take that helped him keep his lead in the race?

4. When Searchlight and Willy approached the farm, Searchlight began to pick up speed. Why?

5. Who was watching the race through the farm house window?

6. When did Stone Fox get his first glimpse of Little Willy?

Chapter 10 The Finish Line

1. What happened to Searchlight 100 feet from the finish line?

2. Stone Fox came to a stop next to Searchlight and Willy. What did Willy ask Stone Fox?

3. Why did Stone Fox draw a line in the snow and pull out his gun?

4. Why did Stone Fox nod to Willy?
5. How do Willy and Searchlight win the race?
Activity:

Take up any post it notes with vocabulary words.  Find the definitions to the words, and post the words on the word wall using sentence strips.

Give the following writing prompt for the students to make an entry in their Reading Journal.
Prompt: In the story Little Willy meets Stone Fox three times. The first time Stone Fox appears to be unfriendly and bitter. The second time Stone Fox catches Willy petting his dogs; he punches him in the eye and appears to be mean. At the end of the story, Stone Fox makes sure that Willy wins the race. Think about a person that you once thought they were cruel or mean, but once you got to know them they turned out to be good hearted. Write about that person and what changed your mind about them.

Cumulating Activity
Materials:
Coat hanger, white construction paper, scissors, yarn, hole punchers, pencil, crayons.

Activity:
Make a character mobile. Fold the construction paper in half length wise, and then fold in half again. This fold is the one that resembles a four- fold greeting card.  Open the construction paper and cut into four squares.

Have the students pick four characters from the story. One character must be Willy and one must be Stone Fox. Ask the student to draw the characters and write a description of each character. Punch holes in the construction paper and tie to the hanger using the yarn. If you would like to cover the top part of the hanger, take a whole piece of construction paper and fold in half length wise. Cut a hole in the center of the fold to slide the hook of the hanger through. Have the students decorate the construction paper with their favorite scene from the story.
