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Description:

· This book retells the story of the Cherokees losing their land and being forced to travel over 1200 miles, to a new settlement in Oklahoma. 

Accelerated Reader Level: 

· Level 4.8

· Points 0.5

Academic Objective:

· ELA4R1-The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literature and informational texts.
f. 
Makes judgments and inferences about setting, character and events and supports them with elaborating and convincing evidence from the text. 

· SS4H:  The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in North America.

b. 
Describe how the American Indians used their environment to obtain food, clothing, and shelter.

· SS4G2: The student will describe how physical systems affect human systems.

a. 
Explain why each of the Native American groups occupied the areas they did, with emphasis on why some developed permanent villages and others did not.

Brilliant Star Objective:

· Perceiving- Students will be able to recognize that perceptions can impact thinking and beliefs, and how preconceived perceptions can be changed.
· Perceiving- Students will be able to put into perspective bad things that happen and discuss how they get through difficult situations including the identification of alternative reactions and actions to make the situation better.

· Spiritual Development- Students will be able to acknowledge the explicit spirituality in the descriptions of themselves, other human beings, nature, and the earth, and the unknown in their lives.

· Personal Style- Students will be able to discuss how one’s viewpoint or perspective (e.g., optimism, pessimism, etc.) is one aspect of one’s personal style.

Lesson Duration:

This unit should consist of three class periods of approximately 45 minutes each.
Day 1

Materials: 
Book and graphic organizer (See Appendix 1)

This book contains 48 pages. It is organized into short chapters with many pictures. The book can be read in one class period.

Explain to the students that this will be an active reading lesson, which requires each student to read a page aloud and pass the book to a tagged partner. Tell the students that to tag a partner you must get up walk (some students can walk and read) to the person with the book and put your finger on the first word for them. The rule is that everyone must get a chance to be tagged, before someone is tagged twice. The way that everyone keeps up with who was tagged is that the person’s name who reads a page is put in the square of the graphic organizer for the page that they read, with the notes from that page. Since the students are reading aloud, be sure to pre-read the book making notes for yourself on the things that you may think they will have trouble reading. If possible have two books one for you and one for the class to pass. 
During Reading Questions:
Chapter 1 Sad Departure pages 4-7
Pgs 4-5: 
Can you explain what is happening to John Ross and his people?
Pgs 6-7: 
What is does the word omen mean in this selection? 

Pgs 6-7: 
Do you believe that the Thunder was a bad omen? Why or Why not?

Pgs 6-7: 
Was the title Sad Departure appropriate for this chapter? Could it have another title?

Chapter 2 A Civilized Tribe pages 8-16
Pg 8: 
Relate how the Cherokee story of how earth was created to what you believe about how the earth was created.
Pg 9: 
How are the Cherokee like people who live today?

Pg 11: 
What was the relationship like between the Cherokee and the English in the beginning?

Pgs 12-13:
What kind of changes did the American Revolution bring to the Cherokee Nation?

Pgs 14-16:
If you could interview Sequoya concerning his invention of the Cherokee alphabet, what kind of questions would you ask?
Do you agree with Sequoya wanting everyone in the Cherokee Nation to be able to read and write? Do you think that other Native American Tribes had their own alphabet?

Chapter 3 Going West
Pg 17:  
Elaborate on the sentence “The more the Cherokees succeeded, the more enemies they made.”

Pgs 18-19:
President Jefferson promised the Cherokee that if they went west that they could live there for one thousand years without any Americans trying to settle on their land. This was untrue and it angered the Cherokee. How would you react to such?
Pgs 20-21: President Jackson sponsored the Indian Removal Act, even though two loyal Cherokees helped him win the war of 1812. How would you rate this action or judgment?

Pgs 22-23: How could you justify the anti-Indian laws? 

Pgs 24-25: Chief John Ross fought against the anti-Indian laws. He took his case to the Supreme Court, and won. However, when he returned home, the southern states would not abide by the ruling, and a new white owner took Chief John Ross’ home.  What conclusion can you draw about the respect for the Cherokee, held by the white people?
Pgs 26-27: A small group of wealth Cherokee, made a treaty with the United States because they thought that life was too hard in the East for the Cherokee. How do you think the rest of the Cherokee felt about rich people making decisions for the whole group? Can you think of a better way to have done this?

Chapter 4 The Place Where People Cried
Pgs 28-29: How did some white people show that they supported the Cherokee?
Pgs 30-35: Was General John Ellis Wool a friend or a foe of the Cherokee? How do you know?


Was a President Van Buren and General Winfield Scott friend or foes to the Cherokee? How do you know?

Pgs 36-40: Describe the journey of the Cherokee. Do you think that the “Trail of Tears” is a good name for the route that they took? Why or why not?

Chapter 4 At the End of the Trail
Pge 41: 
Describe what the Cherokee found at the end of the trail.

Pgs 42-43: Describe the importance of forming a single Cherokee Nation.
Chapter 5 The Cherokee Today
Pg 44-47:
Where are the Cherokee Nations today?

Pg 45: 
How did Tsali show bravery?

Pg 47: 
Compare the Cherokee of today to your neighborhood.
Pg 48: 
Pick one lesson from this page and write which one is important to you and why.
· Lesson 1- “When promises are broken many people may suffer.”

· Lesson 2 – “Hope – The Cherokees showed us the importance of courage and determination.”

Take up the graphic organizers with the notes for this book to use again with day 2 and extension activities. 

Day 2-3
Materials: 
Graphic organizer with notes from Day 1, notebook paper, long construction paper or half of a sheet of poster board, run off a map of the United States prior to 1850 for each student, marker, crayons, and pencil.

Activity:

Review the story with the students using random questions from day one. Pass out the maps, construction paper, and notebook paper. 

Explain to the students that they are to trace on the map the “Trail of Tears”. Tell them that they may add graphics to the map at any point they feel to be important, or noteworthy. 

Tell the students to use the lesson that they wrote down from day to write a retelling of the “Trail of Tears” in their own words. Tell them they are to connect the retelling to the “lesson” or moral of the story that they picked. 

Proof read and revise stories as needed. Glue the story and the map on the long construction paper, or half sheet of poster board. Encourage students to decorate the edges of the construction paper with graphic designs such as those that could have been part of the Cherokee alphabet, then display the work.
Appendix 1 Front side of Graphic organizer

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Appendix 1 Back side of Graphic organizer

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


