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Morality: Unit Overview
Unit Goals:

The main goal of this unit is to understand that literature contains the archetypal characters, symbols, themes, and images associated with morality that are expressed through various forms of text and media. Students will understand that stories, songs, and poetry are the principal means of understanding one’s own culture and of developing empathy for the cultures of others. Students will also develop an appreciation for foreign literature and world cultures. Through listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing, students will gain an appreciation for the issue of morality and its various forms around the world, past and present. 

Students will analyze the theme of morality through various genres. Students will analyze works that consider world ethics, religious parables, and epic poetry of morality. Through reading and analyzing literature and its intricacies of plot, theme, irony, symbolism, poetic discourse, style, characterization, and genre, students will learn to appreciate, discuss, and write about the wisdom and beauty of other traditions and be open to what can be learned from texts of a different time and place. 

Course/Grade Level:

This unit is designed for a tenth grade literature and composition course. The state standards are for Georgia Performance Standards.

Subject/Topic Areas:

Poetry, parables, novels

Unit Essential Question(s):

· What role does morality play in society and in literature?

· How does morality change over time and across cultures?

Unit Texts:

Materials, including texts and interactive exercises, are available on the internet (See Appendix A) as well as handouts (See Appendices B-L).

Course: Tenth Grade Lit/Comp – Fall/Spring Semester 
Unit: Morality





	Concept: Literary Analysis

Students will…

· Analyze author’s use of literary devices for effect

· Locates and analyzes elements in fiction 

· Analyzes poetry elements and how they relate to meaning

· Responds to a variety of text


	Concept: Theme

Students will…

· Analyze the presentation of theme

· Compare, contrast, and analyze theme across genres

· Analyze universal themes across genres

· Evaluates how an author’s diction advances the theme


	Concept: Listening/Speaking/Viewing/Writing
Students will…

· Synthesize information from multiple sources and recognize different perspectives

· Includes source quotes in literary explication



	Lesson EQ:

* How is Dante’s Inferno an allegory? (AI)

* How does Dante use symbolism, metaphor, and imagery to develop his statement? (AI)

* How can a person’s reaction to a situation determine the outcome of the situation? (J)

* How does religion help develop a person’s sense of morality? (ZP)


	Lesson EQ:

* How is literature structured? (MD)

* How do you develop morality? (II)

* How can you achieve redemption? (II)

* How does Dante use symbolism, metaphor, and imagery to develop his statement? (AI)

* Why would the lessons learned in the ninth circle be beneficial to learn today? (PI)
	Lesson EQ:

* How does the situation determine mode of discourse?

* What role does spirituality play in one’s life? (AI)

* How are ideas of morality similar to and different from the morality of those from the past? (AI)





	Vocabulary:

Allegory

Comedy

Parables
	Vocabulary:

Morality

Anarchy
	Vocabulary:

Discourse

Socratic Seminar
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Key Learning: The main goal of this unit is for students to understand that literature contains the archetypal characters, symbols, themes, and images associated with morality that are expressed through various forms of text and media. Students will understand that stories, songs, and poetry are the principal means of understanding one’s own culture and of developing empathy for the cultures of others. Through listening, speaking, reading, writing, and viewing, students will gain an appreciation for the issue of morality and its various forms around the world, past and present.





Unit essential question(s): What role does morality play in society and in literature?


How does morality change over time and across cultures?











