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Appendix J
Socratic Circle Participants (Inner Circle)
Name:






Date:



Pd.

“Socratic questioning recognizes that questions, not answers, are the driving force in thinking.  Socratic seminars explore ideas, values, and issues drawn from readings or art works chosen for their richness… The goal here is to allow learners to create a community of inquiry for the purpose of making meaning cooperatively.” (Paul Raider, CPDCS)

DIRECTIONS: With the above quote in mind, prepare to ask 2-3 questions in each of the following categories:

Part I: Character Development

Record conversation on character development by paying attention to:

· How are characters described at the beginning of the text? What can be inferred from these initial descriptions?

· How do characters change throughout the text?

· Do the characters actually change or do our perceptions of them change?


Part II: Morality

· Which characters are the “good guys”? How does Steinbeck tell us that?

· Who is the most sympathetic character in the text: George, Lennie, Curley’s wife, or Crooks? Why? How does Steinbeck develop pathos in the reader for each of these characters?

· Is George justified in doing what he does at the end of the text?


Part III: Theme/Meaning

Record conversation on meaning or universal themes found in the text, paying special attention to:

· What symbols/metaphors lead to an overall meaning in the text?

· What meaning could this text have in the real world? What truth is Steinbeck attempting to relate?

Open-ended
· Refer to the question sheet for help

· Ask questions with no easy answer – opinion questions, philosophical questions, questions the author raises but doesn’t explain, etc.
· Discuss the musical accompaniment to this poem. Does it add to the text’s meaning? Does it detract from it? What tone does it give the text?

Connections
· Ask questions that connect the text to something in the world or to another text. Be fairly general in the initial questions to promote greater discussion. Try to connect to things others would recognize (common novels, poems, etc.)
· Specifically, consider the time of the novel’s publication. What major world events were occurring in 1937? How would those events connect the song to some greater meaning?
· Consider the other Steinbeck work we’ve read – The Pearl – and our dissection of that text’s meaning. Could Of Mice and Men mean something along those same lines?

Meaning

· Ask questions dealing with the overall meaning or theme found in the text.
· Discuss the text “existentially” – what is its message about life and existence?
