War and Oppression Unit  13

Nadine Gordimer: “The Last Kiss”
(4 day lesson)
Georgia Performance Standards:
ELA10RL1:

· Locates and analyzes such elements in fiction as language and style, character development, point of view, irony, and structures (i.e., chronological, in medias res, flashback, frame narrative). 

· Relates identified elements in fiction to theme or underlying meaning

ELA10RL2:

· Applies knowledge of the concept that the theme or meaning of a selection represents a universal view or comment on life or society and provides support from the text for the identified theme.  

Brilliant Star Objectives:
Conation/Volition: Intentionality

· Students will be able to discriminate between intended and unintended actions or behaviors
Lesson Essential Question:
· How can oppression be achieved through non-violent means?

Texts:

“The Last Kiss” by Nadine Gordimer
Procedure:

Notes:

“The Last Kiss” is a story of a human being dehumanized by a town’s perception of him as a relic of a former time. Once an important man, he is now seen as a character, an eccentric. Neglect reduces him to bronchial cough in the dark of the cinema. An uncharacteristic action brings him back into the public view and, at least for the reader, forces a confrontation with his humanity.

Gordimer’s story points out that oppression is not always a deliberate attempt to reduce a person to powerlessness. It can take place through neglect when a person ceases to have a significant social role.

Activating Strategy: 

Read aloud the opening line of “The Last Kiss,” which asserts that people tend to regard “characters” as objects rather than as individuals. Ask students why this might be true and encourage examples of real-life characters.

Presentation:

Read “The Last Kiss” aloud with students.

Collaborative Pairs/Small Groups:

Have small groups or partnerships complete the handout “Poor Old Van As” (Appendix B).

Formative Assessment:

Observe group interaction and explanations to gauge understanding.

Summative Assessment:

Individuals complete a graphic organizer that illustrates the main character’s decline from Van As to Old Van As to Poor Old Van As. Students include a paragraph explaining how societies can oppress an individual unintentionally and without force.

