War and Oppression Unit  24

Cumulative Summative Assessment
(3 class days)
Summative Assessment:

Students or teacher chooses from the following list of projects for students to complete to illustrate understanding of standards, objectives, and concepts from this unit.

Options:

According to Senator Bob Kerrey, a Vietnam War veteran, dying for your country is not the worst part of war, killing for your country is: “Because that’s the memory that haunts.” Using texts we have read in class, discuss this idea with supporting textual evidence.

Compare and contrast Yehuda Amichai’s poem “The Diameter of the Bomb” with Nguyen Duy’s “A Small Song of Peace.”

According to political science professor Benjamin R. Barber, our nation has been “nominally democratic for so long that we presume it is our natural condition rather than the product of persistent effort and tenacious responsibility.” Agree or disagree with Barber’s statement in a thoughtful and well-supported essay.

“The world is too dangerous to live in – not because of the people who do evil, but because of the people who sit and let it happen.” (Albert Einstein) Relate Einstein’s comment to the writings in this unit (Hannah Arendt may be especially helpful).

Using the literature in this section as inspiration, create a lesson plan for teaching fifth graders about oppression. Include the following elements: objectives, procedures, materials, and projects.

Read Haing Ngor: A Cambodian Odyssey by Haing S. Ngor. Then write a review of the work that details the four years of terror and brutality Dr. Ngor spent under Pol Pot’s rule. Relate your ideas about this work to ideas discussed in our unit.
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