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It is a wonderful opportunity for an institution such as Nur University to serve and meet the needs of a community, but it is quite difficult to actually be successful in doing this.  Nur University has a bumpy road ahead of it in relation to meeting the six principles of its mission statement:  1) investigating truth, 2) creating harmony between Science and Religion, 3) eliminating prejudice, 4) equality of men and women, 5) unity of mankind, and 6) eliminating the extremes of wealth and poverty (Huitt, 2000).  The road for Nur university is bumpy due to several factors.  One factor working against Nur University is that it is situated in Santa Cruz, a rural part of Bolivia.  Although Bolivia is a stable country, it is among the poorest countries in South America (Huitt, 2000).  Moreover, Nur University is situated in an area in the Andean region of South America that is largely agricultural.  Even though an agriculturally-based culture is beneficial, Huitt (1995, 1997) discusses that in just under 200 years, our society has moved from an agricultural-based society to an industrial-based society to now an information-based society.  Nur University must carry out its mission statement through instructing its students in such a way so that they will be competitive and successful for the purpose of bringing their country into the information age despite the state of their country.
	Many trends of the information age have been identified.  They include an increase in technology, increase in distribution, flexible manufacturing, decentralization, global economy and many others (Huitt, 1995).  The dissection of these current trends has lead to a discussion of how to change our productivity to be successful in these new trends.  Furthermore, in relation to education, how and in what ways do we as educators provide instruction to current students so that they will be successful and productive in the new information age?
	In order to implement strategies for producing information age students that also meet the standards of Nur University's mission statement, desired outcomes of education must be taught in our schools.  I believe the following five desired outcomes are essential skills that will be needed in the workforce.
	The first of these skills is being able to set and maintain goals.  Most students learn early in their education how to set goals.  For instance, most high school freshmen entering high school have long-term goals such as to graduate and short-term goals such as to study and pass the next chapter test.  All the short-term goals successfully obtained lead to the completion of the long-term goals.  How can the achievement of a task be reached if an individual does not set goals to obtain this achievement?  Huitt (1995) cites research reflecting two goal types: mastery goals and performance goals.  These goal types differ in several ways.  A person interested in obtaining mastery goals wants to “understand work requirements and improve levels of competence” (Huitt, 1995).  A person interested in performance goals wants to know his level of worth as compared to others. For instance, if a person makes an A in a class and a performance-goal person makes a B in that class, then the performance-goal person might not feel as smart and think his self-worth has decreased.  Research shows that students working to achieve mastery goals will center on mastering or increasing competence of learned skills whereas students working to achieve performance goals are only concerned with their outcome or grade (Huitt, 1995).  Knowing how to motivate students to want to obtain mastery goals is the issue.
	 Nur University might be able to instruct their students to set and maintain goals that relate to its mission statement.  For instance, classes that revolve around equality of men and women could require portfolios to show artifacts that demonstrate how students have set and achieved goals of treating men and women equally.  Moreover, for each part of Nur University’s mission statement that is taught, a course or courses could require the students to set goals to achieve for that particular mission statement.  For example, how might a student go about eliminating the extremes of wealth and poverty.  These students may not have all the answers but their portfolios would show how they took action to attain these goals at the local, community level.
	The second desired outcome I believe Nur University should add to their curriculum is the value of optimism.  Optimism is the ability to have faith and hope that things will work out for the best and have a hopeful view of the future.  Optimism is a powerful affect-oriented value to have in that it could mean the difference between despair and achievement or failure and success.  Optimism also relates to setting and maintaining goals.  Without the hope or faith that you will get through a difficult task to obtain a set goal, then that goal will not be reached.  Many times I have seen colleagues give up or loose hope in finishing their graduate work due to difficult and time-consuming tasks.  However, from students who are optimistic I hear “it will be worth it in the end,” or “I have gotten this far and have learned too much to quit now.”  
	Again, I believe that Nur University could put into action in its curriculum instruction developing one’s affect with optimism by having students produce artifacts in a portfolio showing how they have demonstrated mastery in spite of difficult circumstances recently and how they can demonstrate mastery in the future.  Huitt (1997) cites research supporting three types of optimism:  mastery, positivity, and explanatory style.  Each one can be related to fulfilling the University’s mission statement.  For example, mastery optimism is the “perception that one has control over one’s environment”. The students can create artifacts showing how optimism can affect and change prejudice, equality of women and men, and the unity of humankind. 
	A third desired outcome that can be taught a Nur University is self-regulation.  Self-regulation is the initiating, changing, modifying, and adapting to all the events that occur as one strives to be successful in completing set goals.  It is the way a person goes about obtaining goals.  The world is constantly changing.  New requirements are to be met, shorter deadlines have arrived, there is a need to prioritize, and if a person is not a good self-regulator then they will go experience a great deal of stress trying to handle everything and may even become depressed.  It is another skill needed that means the difference between success and failure in today’s information age.  Moreover, Huitt (1997) states that self-regulation “may even be more important than any specific set of knowledge and /or technological skills.”
	In order to integrate self-regulation into Nur University’s curriculum, I would suggest the use of the portfolio once more.  Students could create a list of characteristics that people who are good self-regulators have. This could then become a checklist for the student to have to see if they themselves have these traits.  If students discovered that they did not have desired self-regulatory traits then they could produce artifacts showing how they have gained or plan to gain these traits so that they will be successful.
	A fourth desired skill needed to be a dominant competitor in today’s society is global thinking.  Due to the world wide access to the Internet, more and more people are now online.  This means that now there are potentially billions of consumers and billions of competitors in the information age.  Global thinking allows an individual to become aware of his or her surroundings and compare them to the world.  This person must now realize that anything he or she does must work or be successful anywhere on the face of the earth.  Also, in order to accomplish global thinking, one must always see through the eyes of others in the world or in the shoes of other countries so to speak.  Learning about other societies and cultures and keeping up with current world events is crucial for success in a global economy.  The wealth of the world is becoming more evenly distributed among the inhabitants of the world and with the aim of being successful in a global economy we must produce “world class products” (Huitt, 1995).
	How should Nur University implement global thinking in its curriculum?  Providing global economy/global awareness classes may be a start.  Portfolio artifacts that demonstrate how the students think globally or how the students intend to think globally in relation to being successful at a global level are good places to start. 
	The last desired outcome for all students to possess is using and manipulating technology.  I have already stated that we are now in the information age and most of the information is brought to us by various tools such as the television, the computer, and the Internet.  Appropriate skills must be acquired to “select, apply, maintain, and trouble-shoot technology” (Huitt, 2000). 
Why?  For the most part, because technology is changing the world and the way we live.  Huitt (1995) mentions how he once collected phonograph records and never bought tapes because they were of such poor quality.  Now, all that is available to listen to music on are tapes and CD’s.  Technology has improved these aspects of our lives.  I can relate this experience to my own dilemma of keeping my VCR and buying more video tapes or buying a new DVD player and starting a collection of DVD’s all the while knowing that one day VCRs and video tapes will be obsolete.  I believe that this crisis will continue with other types of technology.  For instance, what if one day all phone calls are made through the Internet?  What would happen to the telephone?  
	Technology is and will be important an important skill to have.  Research shows that companies are doing more by using technology and using fewer people (Huitt, 1995).  This demonstrates that if one wants to be competitive in today’s technological market then one better be highly sufficient in this area.  To increase the quality and quantity of technological skills in its students, Nur University can offer various technology classes that allow students hands-on experience to master selecting, applying, maintaining, and troubleshooting technology.  Products of these classes that show mastery of technology can be displayed in the students’ portfolios.
	I have mentioned in this essay that our world has changed to an information-based society.  As educators, we must be concerned about how to educate our students so that they will be productive in the information age.  I believe that this is also the objective of Nur University.  The five desired outcome skills discussed:  goal-setting, optimism, self-regulation, global thinking, and technology skills can be implemented into the curriculum of any school to achieve this goal.  By educating students on these skills and having them demonstrate the knowledge learned or mastery of these skills, we will have prepared our students to be competitive and successful in this new era of information.
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