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The purpose of this paper is to assist the ARCO Project, which was developed in response to Nur University’s desire to give a spiritual orientation to its curriculum, as stated by its principles.  I have identified 5 desired outcomes from both the SCANS report (1991) and from Huitt’s (1997) critique of the SCANS report that I believe should be implemented in the undergraduate curriculum.  Each outcome is justified because of its implication as a major social trend, because the economic and social conditions of Bolivia would benefit from the outcome, or because the outcome will assist in meeting the mission of Nur University.  Some of the outcomes are multifaceted in their justification.  Additionally, I have made suggestions for helping instill these outcomes in the learners at Nur University.  
	The first outcome I will discuss is Global Thinking.  Naisbitt (1994) states that the bigger the world economy, the more powerful its smallest players.  Bolivia, for now, is a small player in the world economy, but the world economy will continue to grow, which means that Bolivia has the opportunity to become a more powerful, small player. Naisbitt (1994) goes on to say that 50% of the U.S. exports are created by companies with 19 or fewer employees.  Size is not the key to success.  It’s how effective and efficient you are.  It would be a valuable decision to include the teaching of skills such as efficiency and effectiveness to Nur University’s students in preparation for being a key player and more powerful player in this global economy.  Additionally, Nur University needs to increasingly prepare their students for providing world class products if they want to be successful in the marketplace (Huitt, 1997). Global thinking is a justifiable outcome in that it corresponds with the major social trends in manufacturing, distribution, and the global economy trend.  With Bolivia being one of the poorest countries in South America, global awareness could assist in future leaders rectifying the issues that are keeping the economy at this minimum.  Perhaps the cocaine sales would decline with student’s new ideas and global thinking skills of what would benefit their country and other’s countries more.  Thinking globally about how their cocaine sales are affecting people’s health elsewhere may also help them look for other sources of income.  In trying to become global thinkers, Nur University’s students would also be working forward in trying to meet some of the University’s principles such as the elimination of prejudice, the unity of humankind, and the elimination of the extremes of wealth and poverty.  
Some ways that Nur University could prepare their students for the Global Economy are presented here.  One way would be to develop a program of selling “traineeships” (Online Daily, 1995). The developers of such a program would need to find local corporations and businesses that are interested in providing an international student with a 6-10 week internship.  In return for this, the local committee receives one credit that can then be used to secure one Bolivian student an internship abroad.  By taking students from one country and putting them to work in another country, you help them gain an understanding of the culture, people and what’s behind the economic and political decisions taking place in that particular country.  This exchange of internships will allow students to obtain global thinking skills as they learn more about their neighbors around the world.  Foreign intern sponsorships that have been effective in the past include corporations such as General Electric, The Chrysler Corporation, and Xerox, to name a few.  
	Other ways to prepare students for global thinking would be to help them develop basic business skills such as project management, time management, office politics, and how to run a successful business.  Helping students to develop financial responsibility and improving one’s efficiency of learning by using technologies and models of learning would also be valuable skills to consider in planning for student global thinking.
	A second outcome that Nur University should consider is the Informational Skills outcome.  Here, skills of acquiring, evaluating, critical thinking, organizing, maintaining, interpreting, communicating and processing information would come into play.  One of the major trends we see necessary to be successful in the information age is Knowledge. Toffler (1990) believes that acquiring knowledge is considered the central aspect of today’s society.  He goes on to state that it will be the individual, group, community, society, or nation that has access to information and the ability to process it that will be most successful in this informational age.  With the addition of the major social trend towards the need for increasing technology abilities, information skills will be a must.  With the increasing dejobbing of the workforce and with the rise in entrepreneurship and people starting home-based businesses, having informational skills such as critical thinking, processing information, evaluating, organizing, interpreting, and communicating information are going to be vital.  Informational skills will assist Bolivia to grow more business-minded, moving from simple sustenance agriculture to broader, more technological agricultural skills, or for some people, away from agriculture altogether.  Nur University will find that the acquirement of these informational skills will help in meeting their desired principle of the elimination in the extremes of wealth and poverty.
	Informational skills can be taught in a variety of ways at the undergraduate level.  Researching successful companies, as well as interning with them, will teach students how valuable these skills are to the company’s success.  Studying the effects of poor informational skills with companies that have failed will also show the students the errors of the company’s ways.  Teaching of and exposure to high-level technologies will help students become aware of the need for training in such areas to stay abreast with the quickly changing, advancing technologies.   
	Next, an outcome I believe should be recognized at Nur University is one’s awareness of new ideas or trends, customer preferences, and economic and political changes.  Knowledge is, again, a trend that is essential to be successful in our changing world.  Knowledge encompasses easily the ability to be aware of what is working, what is not, what is new, what is becoming extinct, those things that are becoming popular, as well as how economic and political changes will affect a country’s new needs or desires.  With social trends such as technology and the speed of change, manufacturing, distribution, decentralization, a customized economy, entrepreneurship and home-based businesses, as well as the multiple option trend, students are going to need to be prepared to look for patterns of growth or decline, needs and wants, and be competent in the ability to look at changing economics and politics in the world.  They will also need to know how to act on those changes.  Understanding these changes and why they’re taking place may assist students in obtaining the University’s Independent Investigation of Truth principle, the Unity of Humankind principle, as well as the Elimination of the extremes of Wealth and Poverty principle.
	To plan for the Informational Skills outcome, Nur University could be sure to include ways for students from different areas of study to work together in finding trends, new ideas, current customer preferences, and economic and political changes.  This transdisciplinary effort would allow for students to provide input about the trends they’re noticing or researching in their particular area of study.  From there, the students could collaborate towards specific plans that would assist their country in keeping up with these changes.  Additionally, intern students from other countries, as well as Bolivia’s students sent abroad, could report back their findings globally.  
	Another outcome that Nur University should consider training for is the Attitudinal outcome of integrity.  Because the University emphasizes ethical and moral education and stresses the importance of understanding the integrative and disintegrative forces that promote peace and world citizenship, integrity would be an outcome receiving high precedence.  Integrity embraces, but means more than, honesty.  Integrity refers to the ethical principle of consistency between principle and practice.  Integrity requires us to treat our beliefs about right and wrong as ground rules of behavior and decision making.  In light of some of the behaviors of public figures in our nation and in our world today, integrity is an essential outcome we should want our young people to obtain.  When integrity, our convictions, are heartfelt they become a determining factor in our decision making, in our lifestyles and in how we deal with those hard times of adversity in this life.  The hard times will come, and we need to prepare our young people for dealing with those virtuously, with integrity.   
	Teaching students to be upright in their character, with integrity, will assist them in dealing with the social trends of our world becoming a global economy and having more home-based businesses and high entrepreneurship percentages.  Integrity will lower the cocaine sales in Bolivia when it is realized that making a profit off of that product is not a business of a person with integrity.  Integrity will give the students in Bolivia the strength to build businesses on sound principles rather than manipulative ways.  It will also help Nur University students see the point of the principles of the independent investigation of truth, the elimination of prejudice, and the unity of humankind.
	As a final outcome, I believe Nur University should focus on developing Interpersonal Skills in their students.  These include the art of negotiating, exercising leadership, working with diversity, and teaching others new skills.  What good will it do to train these students to be successful leaders if they do not know how to negotiate, or be a leader, or work with diversity, or even be able to teach others?  It will not.  A leader simply cannot function successfully without these skills.  If Bolivia wants leaders in their country, and if the university wants to produce leaders, then the students  must be taught how.  Interpersonal skills are necessary to deal with the social trends we see in the areas of knowledge, technology, manufacturing, distribution, decentralization, customizing the economy, the global economy, entrepreneurship, as well as dealing with the multiple options trend we’re bearing in mind.  Bolivia cannot expect change for the better in their country if their students are not being prepared with leadership skills necessary for the information age.  Interpersonal skills can help lead people into seeing the harmony between science in religion, one of Nur University’s principles.  The elimination of prejudice and the need for equality between the sexes can never be established if leaders are not available to assist people in seeing the need for these.  Interpersonal skills can be taught through the collaborative processes of internships, transdisciplinary meetings, observations and studies of leaders and teachers that made positive changes, as well as those who did not, through working with diversity under programs abroad, or through teleconferences and web conferencing with other nations trying to accomplish the same academic goals or outcomes.
	In conclusion, Nur University, with the assistance of the ARCO project, will maintain its reputation as a forward-thinking school due to its concern in basing its curriculum on worthy principles.  Keeping the major social trends in mind, and being cognizant of the economic and social conditions in Bolivia, Nur University will continue to provide the kind of education to its students that will meet the demands of our changing world.  Nur University will also be headed in the proper direction if its leaders continue seeking the development of specific outcome measures that are regularly administered and reviewed (Huitt, 1997).  Clearly the University values more than reading, writing, and arithmetic, and in this world we live in today, more Universities are needed with the mindset that Nur University embraces.
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