
Eternal Life

The honor of man is through the attainment of the knowledge of God; his happiness is from the love of God;
his joy is in the glad tidings of God; his greatness is dependent upon his servitude to God. The highest
development of man is his entrance into the divine Kingdom, and the outcome of this human existence is the
nucleus and essence of eternal life.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 335

The world beyond is as different from this world as this world is different from that of the child while still in
the womb of its mother. When the soul attaineth the Presence of God, it will assume the form that best
befitteth its immortality and is worthy of its celestial habitation.

Bahá’u’lláh: Gleanings, p. 157

In the beginning of his human life man was embryonic in the world of the matrix. There he received
capacity and endowment for the reality of human existence. The forces and powers necessary for this world
were bestowed upon him in that limited condition. In this world he needed eyes; he received them potentially
in the other. He needed ears; he obtained them there in readiness and preparation for his new existence. The
powers requisite in this world were conferred upon him in the world of the matrix so that when he entered this
realm of real existence he not only possessed all necessary functions and powers but found provision for his
material sustenance awaiting him.

Therefore, in this world he must prepare himself for the life beyond. That which he needs in the world of
the Kingdom must be obtained here. Just as he prepared himself in the world of the matrix by acquiring forces
necessary in this sphere of existence, so, likewise, the indispensable forces of the divine existence must be
potentially attained in this world.

What is he in need of in the Kingdom which transcends the life and limitation of this mortal sphere? That
world beyond is a world of sanctity and radiance; therefore, it is necessary that in this world he should acquire
these divine attributes. In that world there is need of spirituality, faith, assurance, the knowledge and love of
God. These he must attain in this world so that after his ascension from the earthly to the heavenly Kingdom
he shall find all that is needful in that eternal life ready for him.

That divine world is manifestly a world of lights; therefore, man has need of illumination here. That is a
world of love; the love of God is essential. It is a world of perfections; virtues, or perfections, must be
acquired. That world is vivified by the breaths of the Holy Spirit; in this world we must seek them. That is the
Kingdom of everlasting life; it must be attained during this vanishing existence.

By what means can man acquire these things? How shall he obtain these merciful gifts and powers? First,
through the knowledge of God. Second, through the love of God. Third, through faith. Fourth, through
philanthropic deeds. Fifth, through self-sacrifice. Sixth, through severance from this world. Seventh, through
sanctity and holiness. Unless he acquires these forces and attains to these requirements, he will surely be
deprived of the life that is eternal. But if he possesses the knowledge of God, becomes ignited through the fire
of the love of God, witnesses the great and mighty signs of the Kingdom, becomes the cause of love among
mankind and lives in the utmost state of sanctity and holiness, he shall surely attain to second birth, be
baptized by the Holy Spirit and enjoy everlasting existence.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 225-226

The Holy Spirit it is which, through the mediation of the Prophets of God, teaches spiritual virtues to man and
enables him to attain Eternal Life.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Paris Talks, p. 59

Concerning thy question whether all the souls enjoy eternal life: Know thou those souls partake of the
eternal life in whom the spirit of life is breathed from the Presence of God and all beside them are dead—
without life, as Christ hath explained in the texts of the Gospel. Any person whose insight is opened by God
seeth the souls in their stations after the disintegration of the bodies. Verily they are living and are subsisting
before their Lord and he seeth also the dead souls submerged in the gulfs of mortality. Then know thou verily
all the souls are created according to the nature of God and all are in the state of purity at the time of their
births. But afterward they differ from one another insofar as they acquire excellencies or defects.
Nevertheless, the creatures have different degrees in existence insofar as the creation goes, for capacities are
different, but all of them are good and pure, then afterward they are polluted and defiled. Although there are



different states of creation, yet all of them are beneficial. Glance thou over the temple of man, its members
and its parts. Among them there are the eye, ear, nose, mouth, hands and fingers. Notwithstanding the
differences between these organs, all of them are useful in their proper spheres. But if one of them is out of
order, there is need of a remedy and if the medicine does not heal, then the amputation of that member
becomes necessary.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Baha'i World Faith, pp. 387-388

The purpose of religion as revealed from the heaven of God's holy Will is to establish unity and concord
amongst the peoples of the world; make it not the cause of dissension and strife. The religion of God and His
divine law are the most potent instruments and the surest of all means for the dawning of the light of unity
amongst men. The progress of the world, the development of nations, the tranquillity of peoples, and the
peace of all who dwell on earth are among the principles and ordinances of God. Religion bestoweth upon
man the most precious of all gifts, offereth the cup of prosperity, imparteth eternal life, and showereth
imperishable benefits upon mankind.

Bahá’u’lláh: Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 129-130

The nature of the soul after death can never be described, nor is it meet and permissible to reveal its whole
character to the eyes of men. The Prophets and Messengers of God have been sent down for the sole purpose
of guiding mankind to the straight Path of Truth. The purpose underlying Their revelation hath been to
educate all men, that they may, at the hour of death, ascend, in the utmost purity and sanctity and with
absolute detachment, to the throne of the Most High. The light which these souls radiate is responsible for the
progress of the world and the advancement of its peoples. They are like unto leaven which leaveneth the
world of being, and constitute the animating force through which the arts and wonders of the world are made
manifest. Through them the clouds rain their bounty upon men, and the earth bringeth forth its fruits. All
things must needs have a cause, a motive power, an animating principle. These souls and symbols of
detachment have provided, and will continue to provide, the supreme moving impulse in the world of being.

Bahá’u’lláh: Gleanings, pp. 156-157

It is even possible that the condition of those who have died in sin and unbelief may become changed--that is
to say, they may become the object of pardon through the bounty of God, not through His justice--for bounty
is giving without desert, and justice is giving what is deserved. As we have power to pray for these souls here,
so likewise we shall possess the same power in the other world, which is the Kingdom of God. Are not all the
people in that world the creatures of God? Therefore, in that world also they can make progress. As here they
can receive light by their supplications, there also they can plead for forgiveness and receive light through
entreaties and supplications. Thus as souls in this world, through the help of the supplications, the entreaties
and the prayers of the holy ones, can acquire development, so is it the same after death. Through their own
prayers and supplications they can also progress, more especially when they are the object of the intercession
of the Holy Manifestations.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Some Answered Questions, p. 232

The Master [‘Abdu’l-Bahá] has told us that gifts and good deeds done in memory of those who have passed
on, are most helpful to the development of their souls in the realms beyond....

Shoghi Effendi: Lights of Guidance, p. 204

Therefore, I exhort you to be devoted to your spiritual development. Just as you have striven along material
lines and have attained to high degrees of worldly advancement, may you likewise become strengthened and
proficient in the knowledge of God. May divine susceptibilities be increased and awakened; may your
devotion to the heavenly Kingdom become intense. May you be the recipients of the impulses of the Holy
Spirit, be assisted in the world of morality and attain ideal power so that the sublimity of the world of
mankind may become apparent in you. Thus may you attain the highest happiness, the eternal life, the
everlasting glory, the second birth, and become manifestations of the bestowals of God.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá: Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 206
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