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1. There is another and more significant aspect to this religious impulse and impetus. The children of 
Israel were in bondage and captivity in the land of Egypt four hundred years. They were in an 
extreme state of degradation and slavery under the tyranny and oppression of the Egyptians. While 
they were in the condition of abject poverty, in the lowest degree of abasement, ignorance and 
servility His Holiness Moses suddenly appeared among them. Although He was but a shepherd, such 
majesty, grandeur and efficiency became manifest in Him through the power of religion, that His 
influence continues to this day. His prophethood was established throughout the land and the law 
of His Word became the foundation of the laws of the nations. This unique personage, single and 
alone, rescued the children of Israel from bondage through the power of religious training and 
discipline. He led them to the Holy Land and founded there a great civilization which has become 
permanent and renowned and under which these people attained the highest degree of honor and 
glory. He freed them from bondage and captivity. He imbued them with qualities of progressiveness 
and capability. They proved to be a civilizing people with instincts toward education and scholastic 
attainment. Their philosophy became renowned; their industries were celebrated throughout the 
nations. In all lines of advancement which characterize a progressive people they achieved 
distinction. In the splendor of the reign of Solomon their sciences and arts advanced to such a 
degree that even the Greek philosophers journeyed to Jerusalem to sit at the feet of the Hebrew 
sages and acquire the basis of Israelitish law. According to eastern history this is an established fact. 
Even Socrates visited the Jewish doctors in the Holy Land, consorting with them and discussing the 
principles and basis of their religious belief. After his return to Greece he formulated his 
philosophical teaching of divine unity and advanced his belief in the immortality of the spirit beyond 
the dissolution of the body. Without doubt Socrates absorbed these verities from the wise men of 
the Jews with whom he came in contact. Hippocrates and other philosophers of the Greeks likewise 
visited Palestine and acquired wisdom from the Jewish prophets, studying the basis of ethics and 
morality, returning to their country with contributions which have made Greece famous. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá:  Bahá’í World Faith, pp. 271-272 

 
2. For Bahá’u’lláh … has not only imbued mankind with a new and regenerating Spirit. He has not 

merely enunciated certain universal principles, or propounded a particular philosophy, however 
potent, sound and universal these may be. In addition to these He, as well as ‘Abdu’l-Bahá after 
Him, has, unlike the Dispensations of the past, clearly and specifically laid down a set of Laws, 
established definite institutions, and provided for the essentials of a Divine Economy. These are 
destined to be a pattern for future society, a supreme instrument for the establishment of the Most 
Great Peace, and the one agency for the unification of the world, and the proclamation of the reign 
of righteousness and justice upon the earth. … 

Shoghi Effendi, quoted in Bahá’u’lláh and the New Era, pp. 273-274 

 
3. Ceasing to designate to itself a movement, a fellowship and the like—designations that did grave 

injustice to its ever-unfolding system—dissociating itself from such appellations as Bábí sect, Asiatic 
cult, and offshoot of Shí’ih Islám, with which the ignorant and the malicious were wont to describe 
it, refusing to be labeled as a mere philosophy of life, or as an eclectic code of ethical conduct, or 
even as a new religion, the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh is now visibly succeeding in demonstrating its claim 



and title to be regarded as a World Religion, destined to attain, in the fullness of time, the status of 
a world-embracing Commonwealth, which would be at once the instrument and the guardian of the 
Most Great Peace announced by its Author. Far from wishing to add to the number of the religious 
systems, whose conflicting loyalties have for so many generations disturbed the peace of mankind, 
this Faith is instilling into each of its adherents a new love for, and a genuine appreciation of the 
unity underlying, the various religions represented within its pale. 

Shoghi Effendi:  The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 196-197 

 
4. That the forces of irreligion, of a purely materialistic philosophy, of unconcealed paganism have 

been unloosed, are now spreading, and, by consolidating themselves, are beginning to invade some 
of the most powerful Christian institutions of the western world, no unbiased observer can fail to 
admit. That these institutions are becoming increasingly restive, that a few among them are already 
dimly aware of the pervasive influence of the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh, that they will, as their inherent 
strength deteriorates and their discipline relaxes, regard with deepening dismay the rise of His New 
World Order, and will gradually determine to assail it, that such an opposition will in turn accelerate 
their decline, few, if any, among those who are attentively watching the progress of His Faith would 
be inclined to question. 

Shoghi Effendi:  The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 180-181 
 

5. It would be sufficient for my purpose to call attention to the great number of those who, in the first 
two centuries of the Christian era, “purchased an ignominious life by betraying the holy Scriptures 
into the hands of the infidels,” the scandalous conduct of those bishops who were thereby branded 
as traitors, the discord of the African Church, the gradual infiltration into Christian doctrine of the 
principles of the Mithraic cult, of the Alexandrian school of thought, of the precepts of 
Zoroastrianism and of Grecian philosophy, and the adoption by the churches of Greece and of Asia 
of the institutions of provincial synods of a model which they borrowed from the representative 
councils of their respective countries. 

Shoghi Effendi:  The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 56-57 

 
6. …Muhammadanism is not only the last of the world religions, but a fuller Revelation than any one 

preceding it. The Qur’án is not only more authoritative than any previous religious gospel, but it 
contains also much more; ordinances, teachings and precepts, which taken together constitute a 
fuller Revelation of God’s purpose and law to mankind than Christianity, Judaism or any other 
previous Dispensation. This view is in complete accord with the Bahá’í philosophy of progressive 
revelation, and should be thoroughly accepted and taught by every loyal… Bahá’í… 

Shoghi Effendi:  The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 432 

 
 

 
 


