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A thrilling consequence of these favourably conjoined developments is the emergence of a new paradigm of opportunity for further growth and consolidation of our world-wide community. New prospects for teaching the Cause at all levels of society have unfolded.

(Compilations, Promoting Entry by Troops, p. 13; The Universal House of Justice, A Wider Horizon, Selected Letters 1983-1992, p. 55)

Thus, it seems to us essential to broaden the conceptual framework for addressing human rights problems from an adversarial paradigm -- pitting the government against the individual citizen -- to a cooperative one, where we consider relations among all human beings as members of one community. In this context, everyone has an essential role to play in implementing fundamental human rights. When individuals assume responsibility for ensuring each other's human rights the foundation for unity will be firmly established.

(Baha'i International Community, 1993 Dec 03, Right and Responsibility to Promote Human Rights)

The World Summit for Social Development is testimony to the failure of our current development paradigm to provide for the security and well-being of the peoples and nations of both the North and the South. At the heart of this failed model is a deeply materialistic view of the purpose and fundamental nature of the individual and society.

Meeting material needs; providing all with education; fashioning democratic institutions and legal codes at every level of our world society to promote economic and social justice -- all these are essential elements of a universal development paradigm for the 21st century, but they are not sufficient.

(Baha'i International Community, 1994 Aug 22, Toward a Development Paradigm for 21st Century)

Thus, a paradigm of development that seeks to promote global prosperity must take into account both the spiritual and material natures of the individual and society, while responding to the increasing interdependence of the peoples and nations of the planet. The Bahá'í Writings anticipate the emergence of a new development paradigm as the regions of the world "unite to give each other what is lacking. This union," we are assured, "will bring about a true civilization, where the spiritual is expressed and carried out in the material."

(Baha'i International Community, 1994 Aug 22, Toward a Development Paradigm for 21st Century)

A dispassionate examination of these factors betrays a common systematic and fundamental flaw in the current paradigm for economic development: material needs are often addressed without taking into account the spiritual factors and their motivating power.


(Baha'i International Community, 1995 Oct, Turning Point For All Nations)

It is in the hunger for something more, something beyond ourselves, that the reality of the human spirit can be properly understood. Although the spiritual side of our nature is obscured by the day-to-day struggle for material attainment, our need for the transcendent cannot long be disregarded. Thus a sustainable development paradigm must address both the spiritual aspirations of human beings and their material needs and desires.


(Baha'i International Community, 1995 Oct, Turning Point For All Nations)

The phenomenon of "Cold War", in which the struggle for advantage stopped just short of military conflict, emerged as the prevailing political paradigm of the next several decades.


(Commissioned by The Universal House of Justice, Century of Light, p. 87)

As the work evolved, however, Bahá'í institutions began turning their attention to the goal of devising development paradigms that could assimilate what they were observing in the larger society to the Faith's unique conception of human potentialities.


(Commissioned by The Universal House of Justice, Century of Light, p. 104)

The devising of the new scholarly paradigm called for by this circumstance offers a priceless opportunity of service and achievement to those Bahá'ís who enjoy the dual gifts of spiritual faith and intellectual faculties trained in the best that contemporary society has to offer.


(The Universal House of Justice, 1992 Dec 10, Issues Related to Study Compilation)

A related paradigm for the study of religion has gradually consolidated itself in the prevailing academic culture during the course of the present century.


(The Universal House of Justice, 1992 Dec 10, Issues Related to Study Compilation)

The House of Justice feels confident that, with patience, self-discipline, and unity of faith, Bahá'í academics will be able to contribute to a gradual forging of the more integrative paradigms of scholarship for which thoughtful minds in the international community are increasingly calling.


(The Universal House of Justice, 1992 Dec 10, Issues Related to Study Compilation)

The progress of the Faith is hastened by the opportunities afforded by its emergence from obscurity. The Universal House of Justice refers to "the emergence of a new paradigm of opportunity for further growth and consolidation of our world-wide community",[1] and it underlines the urgent challenge facing the Bahá'í community to meet the needs of the possibilities that arise as the Lesser Peace approaches.[2]

[1] Ridvan 1988 message written by the Universal House of Justice to the Bahá'ís of the world (40)

[2] See extracts (35), (44), and (47)


(The Universal House of Justice, 1993 Nov 09, Promoting Entry by Troops, p. 3)
