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Industry and Commerce

1.

In truth, knowledge is a veritable treasure for man, and a source of glory, of bounty, of joy, of
exaltation, of cheer and gladness unto him. Happy the man that cleaveth unto it, and woe betide the
heedless.

Bahd’u’llah: Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 27

The first Taraz and the first effulgence which hath dawned from the horizon of the Mother Book is
that man should know his own self and recognize that which leadeth unto loftiness or lowliness,
glory or abasement, wealth or poverty. Having attained the stage of fulfilment and reached his
maturity, man standeth in need of wealth, and such wealth as he acquireth through crafts or
professions is commendable and praiseworthy in the estimation of men of wisdom, and especially in
the eyes of servants who dedicate themselves to the education of the world and to the edification of
its peoples....

Bahd’u’llah: Tablets of Bahd’u’llah, pp. 34-35

.... The civilization, so often vaunted by the learned exponents of arts and sciences, will, if allowed to
overleap the bounds of moderation, bring great evil upon men.
Bahd'u’llah: Gleanings, p. 342

... with nearly all animals, there is a kind of justice and equality. Thus in a shepherd’s flock of sheep,
in a troop of deer in the country, among the birds of the prairie, of the plain, of the hill or of the
orchard, almost every animal receives a just share based on equality. With them such a difference in
the means of existence is not to be found: so they live in the most complete peace and joy.

It is quite otherwise with the human species, which persists in the greatest error, and in absolute
iniquity. Consider an individual who has amassed treasures by colonizing a country for his profit: he
has obtained an incomparable fortune, and has secured profits and incomes which flow like a river,
whilst a hundred thousand unfortunate people, weak and powerless, are in need of a mouthful of
bread. There is neither equality nor brotherhood. So you see that general peace and joy are
destroyed, the welfare of humanity is partially annihilated, and that collective life is fruitless.
Indeed, fortune, honors, commerce, industry are in the hands of some industrials, whilst other
people are submitted to quite a series of difficulties and to limitless troubles: they have neither
advantages nor profits, nor comforts, nor peace.

Then rules and laws should be established to regulate the excessive fortunes of certain private
individuals, and limit the misery of millions of the poor masses; thus a certain moderation would be
obtained. However, absolute equality is just as impossible, for absolute equality in fortunes, honors,
commerce, agriculture, industry, would end in a want of comfort, in discouragement, in
disorganization of the means of existence, and in universal disappointment: the order of the
community would be quite destroyed. Thus, there is a great wisdom in the fact that equality is not



imposed by law: it is, therefore, preferable for moderation to do its work. The main point is, by
means of laws and regulations to hinder the constitution of the excessive fortunes of certain
individuals, and to protect the essential needs of the masses. For instance, the manufacturers and
the industrials heap up a treasure each day, and the poor artisans do not gain their daily sustenance:
[p. 282] that is the height of iniquity, and no just man can accept it. Therefore, laws and regulations
should be established which would permit the workmen to receive from the factory owner their
wages and a share in the fourth or the fifth part of the profits, according to the wants of the factory;
or in some other way the body of workmen and the manufacturers should share equitably the
profits and advantages. Indeed, the direction and administration of affairs come from the owner of
the factory, and the work and labor, from the body of the workmen. In other words, the workmen
should receive wages which assure them an adequate support, and when they cease work,
becoming feeble or helpless, they should receive from the owner of the factory a sufficient pension.
The wages should be high enough to satisfy the workmen with the amount they receive, so that
they may be able to put a little aside for days of want and helplessness.

‘Abdu’l-Bahd: Bahd’i World Faith, pp. 281-282; Some Answered Questions, pp. 273-274

It should not be imagined that the writer’s earlier remarks constitute a denunciation of wealth or a
commendation of poverty. Wealth is praiseworthy in the highest degree, if it is acquired by an
individual’s own efforts and the grace of God, in commerce, agriculture, art and industry, and if it be
expended for philanthropic purposes. Above all, if a judicious and resourceful individual should
initiate measures which would universally enrich the masses of the people, there could be no
undertaking greater than this, and it would rank in the sight of God as the supreme achievement, for
such a benefactor would supply the needs and insure the comfort and well-being of a great
multitude. Wealth is most commendable, provided the entire population is wealthy. If, however, a
few have inordinate riches while the rest are impoverished, and no fruit or benefit accrues from that
wealth, then it is only a liability to its [p. 25] possessor. If, on the other hand, it is expended for the
promotion of knowledge, the founding of elementary and other schools, the encouragement of art
and industry, the training of orphans and the poor—in brief, if it is dedicated to the welfare of
society—its possessor will stand out before God and man as the most excellent of all who live on
earth and will be accounted as one of the people of paradise.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: The Secret of Divine Civilization, pp. 24-25

Can we maintain that it is contrary to the fundamentals of the Faith to encourage the acquisition of
useful arts and of general knowledge, to inform oneself as to the truths of such physical sciences as
are beneficial to man, and to widen the scope of industry and increase the products of commerce
and multiply the nation’s avenues of wealth? Would it conflict with the worship of God to establish
law and order in the cities and organize the rural districts, to repair the roads and build railroads and
facilitate transportation and travel and thus increase the people’s well-being? Would it be
inconsistent with the Divine commands and prohibitions if we were to work the abandoned mines
which are the greatest source of the nation’s wealth, and to build factories, from which come the
entire people’s comfort, security and affluence? Or to stimulate the creation of [p. 102] new
industries and to promote improvements in our domestic products?

‘Abdu’l-Baha: The Secret of Divine Civilization, pp. 101-102

Today throughout the five continents of the globe it is Europe and most sections of America that are
renowned for law and order, government and commerce, art and industry, science, philosophy and
education. Yet in ancient times these were the most savage of the world’s peoples, the most
ignorant and brutish. They were even stigmatized as barbarians—that is, utterly rude and



10.

uncivilized. Further, from the fifth century after Christ until the fifteenth, that period defined as the
Middle Ages, such terrible struggles and fierce upheavals, such ruthless encounters and horrifying
acts, were the rule among the peoples of Europe, that the Europeans rightly describe those ten
centuries as the Dark Ages. The basis of Europe’s progress and civilization was actually laid in the
fifteenth century of the Christian era, and from that time on, all her present evident culture has
been, under the stimulus of great minds and as a result of the expansion of the frontiers of
knowledge and the exertion of energetic and ambitious efforts, in the process of development.
‘Abdu’l-Baha: The Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 10

The third requirement of perfection is to arise with complete sincerity and purity of purpose to
educate the masses: to exert the utmost effort to instruct them in the various branches of learning
and useful sciences, to encourage the development of modern progress, to widen the scope of
commerce, industry and the arts, to further such measures as will increase the people’s wealth. For
the mass of the population is uninformed as to these vital agencies which would constitute an
immediate remedy for society’s chronic ills.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: The Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 39

In cycles gone by, though harmony was established, yet, owing to the absence of means, the unity of
all mankind could not have been achieved. Continents remained widely divided, nay even among
the peoples of one and the same continent association and interchange of thought were wellnigh
impossible. Consequently intercourse, understanding and unity amongst all the peoples and
kindreds of the earth were unattainable. In this day, however, means of communication have
multiplied, and the five continents of the earth have virtually merged into one. And for everyone it is
now easy to travel to any land, to associate and exchange views with its peoples, and to become
familiar, through publications, with the conditions, the religious beliefs and the thoughts of all men.
In like manner all the members of the human family, whether [p. 32] peoples or governments, cities
or villages, have become increasingly interdependent. For none is self-sufficiency any longer
possible, inasmuch as political ties unite all peoples and nations, and the bonds of trade and
industry, of agriculture and education, are being strengthened every day. Hence the unity of all
mankind can in this day be achieved. Verily this is none other but one of the wonders of this
wondrous age, this glorious century. Of this past ages have been deprived, for this century—the
century of light—hath been endowed with unique and unprecedented glory, power and
illumination. Hence the miraculous unfolding of a fresh marvel every day. Eventually it will be seen
how bright its candles will burn in the assemblage of man.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, pp. 31-32

Europe, hitherto regarded as the cradle of a highly-vaunted civilization, as the torch-bearer of liberty
and the mainspring of the forces of world industry and commerce, stands bewildered and paralyzed
at the sight of so tremendous an upheaval. Long-cherished ideals in the political no less than in the
economic sphere of human activity are being severely tested under the pressure of reactionary
forces on one hand and of an insidious and persistent radicalism on the other. From the heart of
Asia distant rumblings, ominous and insistent, portend the steady onslaught of a creed which, by its
negation of God, His Laws and Principles, threatens to disrupt the foundations of human society.
The clamor of a nascent nationalism, coupled with a recrudescence of skepticism and unbelief, come
as added misfortunes to a continent hitherto regarded as the symbol of age-long stability and
undisturbed resignation. From darkest Africa the first stirrings of a conscious and determined revolt
against the aims and methods of political and economic imperialism can be increasingly discerned,
adding their share to the growing vicissitudes of a troubled age. Not even America, which until very



recently prided itself on its traditional policy of aloofness and the self-contained character of its
economy, the invulnerability of its institutions and the evidences of its growing prosperity and
prestige, has been able to resist the impelling forces that have swept her into the vortex of an
economic hurricane that now threatens to impair the basis of her own industrial and economic life.
Even far-away Australia, which, owing to its remoteness from the storm-centers of Europe, would
have been expected to be immune from the trials and torments of an ailing continent, has been
caught in this whirlpool of passion and strife, impotent to extricate herself from their ensnaring
influence.

Shoghi Effendi: The World Order of Bahd’u’lléh, p. 31

Baha’u’llah’s Revelation

11.

12.

13.

14.

O King! | was but a man like others, asleep upon My couch, when lo, the breezes of the All-Glorious
were wafted over Me, and taught Me the knowledge of all that hath been. This thing is not from
Me, but from One Who is Almighty and All-Knowing. And He bade Me lift up My voice between
earth and heaven, and for this there befell Me what hath caused the tears of every man of
understanding to flow....

Bahd’u’llah: Proclamation of Bahd’u’llah, pp. 57-58; Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pp. 11-12

The breezes of the Most Merciful have passed over all created things; happy the man that hath
discovered their fragrance, and set himself towards them with a sound heart. Attire thy temple with
the ornament of My Name, and thy tongue with remembrance of Me, and thine heart with love for
Me, the Almighty, the Most High. We have desired for thee naught except that which is better for
thee than what thou dost possess and all the treasures of the earth. Thy Lord, verily, is knowing,
informed of all. Arise, in My Name, amongst My servants, and say: 'O ye peoples of the earth! Turn
yourselves towards Him Who hath turned towards you. He, verily, is the Face of God amongst you,
and His Testimony and His Guide unto you. He hath come to you with signs which none can
produce.' The voice of the Burning Bush is raised in the midmost heart of the world, and the Holy
Spirit calleth aloud among the nations: 'Lo, the Desired One is come with manifest dominion!'
Bahd’u’llah: Proclamation of Bahd’u’lldh, pp. 18-19; Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 48

| testify that no sooner had the First Word proceeded, through the potency of Thy will and purpose,
out of His mouth, and the First Call gone forth from His lips than the whole creation was
revolutionized, and all that are in the heavens and all that are on earth were stirred to the depths.
Through that Word the realities of all created things were shaken, were divided, separated,
scattered, combined and reunited, disclosing, in both the contingent world and the heavenly
kingdom, entities of a new creation, and revealing, in the unseen realms, the signs and tokens of Thy
unity and oneness. Through that Call Thou didst announce unto all Thy servants the advent of Thy
most great Revelation and the appearance of Thy most perfect Cause.

Baha’u’llah: Prayers and Meditations, pp. 295-296

And when the entire creation was stirred up, and the whole earth was convulsed, and the sweet
savors of Thy name, the All-Praised, had almost ceased to breathe over Thy realms, and the winds of
Thy mercy had well-nigh been stilled throughout Thy dominions, Thou didst, through the power of
Thy might, raise me up among Thy servants, and bid me to show forth Thy sovereignty amidst Thy
people. Thereupon | arose before all Thy creatures, strengthened by Thy help and Thy power, and
summoned all the multitudes unto Thee, and announced unto all Thy servants Thy favors and Thy



15.

16.

17.

18.

gifts, and invited them to turn towards this Ocean, every drop of the waters of which crieth out,

proclaiming unto all that are in heaven and on earth that He is, in truth, the Fountain of all life, and

the Quickener of the entire creation, and the Object of the adoration of all worlds, and the Best-

Beloved of every understanding heart, and the Desire of all them that are nigh unto Thee.
Baha’u’llah: Prayers and Meditations, p. 104

Immerse yourselves in the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its secrets, and discover all the
pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its depths. Take heed that ye do not vacillate in your determination
to embrace the truth of this Cause--a Cause through which the potentialities of the might of God
have been revealed, and His sovereignty established. With faces beaming with joy, hasten ye unto
Him. This is the changeless Faith of God, eternal in the past, eternal in the future. Let him that
seeketh, attain it; and as to him that hath refused to seek it--verily, God is Self-Sufficient, above any
need of His creatures.

Baha’u’llah: The Kitdb-i-Aqdds, K182; Proclamation of Baha’u’llah, pp. 118 119; Gleanings, p. 136

O friend of mine! The Word of God is the king of words and its pervasive influence is incalculable. It
hath ever dominated and will continue to dominate the realm of being. The Great Being saith: The
Word is the master key for the whole world, inasmuch as through its potency the doors of the
hearts of men, which in reality are the doors of heaven, are unlocked. No sooner had but a glimmer
of its effulgent splendour shone forth upon the mirror of love than the blessed word ‘1 am the Best-
Beloved’ was reflected therein. It is an ocean inexhaustible in riches, comprehending all things.
Every thing which can be perceived is but an emanation therefrom. High, immeasurably high is this
sublime station, in whose shadow moveth the essence of loftiness and splendour, wrapt in praise
and adoration.

Baha’u’llah: Tablets of Baha’u’llah, p. 173

The Divine Springtime is come, O Most Exalted Pen, for the Festival of the All-Merciful is fast
approaching. Bestir thyself, and magnify, before the entire creation, the name of God, and celebrate
His praise, in such wise that all created things may be regenerated and made new. Speak, and hold
not thy peace. The day star of blissfulness shineth above the horizon of Our name, the Blissful,
inasmuch as the kingdom of the name of God hath been adorned with the ornament of the name of
thy Lord, the Creator of the heavens. Arise before the nations of the earth, and arm thyself with the
power of this Most Great Name, and be not of those who tarry.

Bahd’u’llah: Gleanings, pp. 27 28

Say: From My laws the sweet smelling savour of My garment can be smelled, and by their aid the
standards of Victory will be planted upon the highest peaks. The Tongue of My power hath, from the
heaven of My omnipotent glory, addressed to My creation these words: “Observe My
commandments, for the love of My beauty.” Happy is the lover that hath inhaled the divine
fragrance of his Best-Beloved from these words, laden with the perfume of a grace which no tongue
can describe. By My life! He who hath drunk the choice wine of fairness from the hands of My
bountiful favour, will circle around My commandments that shine above the Dayspring of My
creation.

Bahd’u’llah: The Kitdb-i-Aqdds, K 4
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Think not that We have revealed unto you a mere code of laws. Nay, rather, We have unsealed the
choice Wine with the fingers of might and power. To this beareth witness that which the Pen of
Revelation hath revealed. Meditate upon this, O men of insight!.

Baha’u’lldh: The Kitdb-i-Aqdds, K 5; Proclamation of Bahd’u’liéh, p. 120; Gleanings, pp. 332-333

Such things have appeared in this Revelation that there is no recourse for either the exponents of

science and knowledge or the manifestations of justice and equity other than to recognize them. It

is incumbent upon thee, in this day, to arise with celestial power and dissipate, with the aid of

knowledge, the doubts of the peoples of the world, so that all men may be sanctified, and direct

their steps towards the Most Great Ocean and cleave fast unto that which God hath purposed.
Bahd’u’llah: Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 111

Considering this most mighty enterprise, it beseemeth them that love Him to gird up the loins of
their endeavor, and to fix their thoughts on whatever will ensure the victory of the cause of God,
rather than commit vile and contemptible deeds. Wert thou to consider, for but a little while, the
outward works and doings of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, thou wouldst fall down upon the
ground, and exclaim: O Thou Who art the Lord of Lords! | testify that Thou art the Lord of all
creation, and the Educator of all beings, visible and invisible. | bear witness that Thy power hath
encompassed the entire universe, and that the hosts of the earth can never dismay Thee, nor can
the dominion of all peoples and nations deter Thee from executing Thy purpose. | confess that Thou
hast no desire except the regeneration of the whole world, and the establishment of the unity of its
peoples, and the salvation of all them that dwell therein.

Baha’u’llah: Gleanings, p. 243

Religion is the outer expression of the divine reality. Therefore it must be living, vitalized, moving
and progressive. If it be without motion and non-progressive it is without the divine life; it is dead.
The divine institutes are continuously active and evolutionary; therefore the revelation of them
must be progressive and continuous. All things are subject to re-formation. This is a century of life
and renewal. Sciences and arts, industry and invention have been reformed. Law and ethics have
been reconstituted, reorganized. The world of thought has been regenerated. Sciences of former
ages and philosophies of the past are useless today. Present exigencies demand new methods of
solution; world problems are without precedent. Old ideas and modes of thought are fast becoming
obsolete. Ancient laws and archaic ethical systems will not meet the requirements of modern
conditions, for this is clearly the century of a new life, the century of the revelation of the reality and
therefore the greatest of all centuries. Consider how the scientific developments of fifty years have
surpassed and eclipsed the knowledge and achievements of all the former ages combined. Would
the announcements and theories of ancient astronomers explain our present knowledge of the sun-
worlds and planetary systems? Would the mask of obscurity which beclouded mediaeval centuries
meet the demand for clear-eyed vision and understanding which characterizes the world today? In
view of this, shall blind imitations of ancestral forms and theological interpretations continue to
guide and control the religious life and spiritual development of humanity today? Shall man gifted
with the power of reason unthinkingly follow and adhere to dogma, creeds and hereditary beliefs
which will not bear the analysis of reason in this century of effulgent reality? Unquestionably this
will not satisfy men of science, for when they find premise or conclusion contrary to present
standards of proof and without real foundation, they reject that which has been formerly accepted
as standard and correct and move forward from new foundations.

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Foundations of World Unity, p. 83; Bahd’i World Faith, pp. 224-225



23. Dearly-beloved friends! This New World Order, whose promise is enshrined in the Revelation of
Bahda’u’llah, whose fundamental principles have been enunciated in the writings of the Center of His
Covenant, involves no less than the complete unification of the entire human race. This unification
should conform to such principles as would directly harmonize with the spirit that animates, and the
laws that govern the operation of, the institutions that already constitute the structural basis of the
Administrative Order of His Faith.

Shoghi Effendi: The World Order of Baha’u’llah, p. 162

24. Surely the world, contracted and transformed into a single highly complex organism by the
marvellous progress achieved in the realm of physical science, by the world-wide expansion of
commerce and industry, and struggling, under the pressure of world economic forces, amidst the
pitfalls of a materialistic civilization, stands in dire need of a restatement of the Truth underlying all
the Revelations of the past in a language suited to its essential requirements. And what voice other
than that of Bahd’u’llah—the Mouthpiece of God for this age—is capable of effecting a
transformation of society as radical as that which He has already accomplished in the hearts of those
men and women, so diversified and seemingly irreconcilable, who constitute the body of His
declared followers throughout the world?

Shoghi Effendi: The World Order of Baha’u’llah, p. 47

Teaching the Bahd’i Faith

25. Verily, God hath made it incumbent upon every soul to deliver His Cause according to his ability.
Thus hath the command been recorded by the finger of might and power upon the Tablet of majesty
and greatness.

Baha’u’llah: Bahd’i World Faith, p. 206

26. Whoso ariseth among you to teach the Cause of his Lord, let him, before all else, teach his own self,
that his speech may attract the hearts of them that hear him. Unless he teacheth his own self, the
words of his mouth will not influence the heart of the seeker. Take heed, O people, lest ye be of
them that give good counsel to others but forget to follow it themselves. The words of such as
these, and beyond the words the realities of all things, and beyond these realities the angels that are
nigh unto God, bring against them the accusation of falsehood.

Baha'u’llah: Gleanings, p. 277



