A Chair for My Mother

Vera B. Williams

Book Description
A little girl saves coins to buy her mom a chair after all of their possessions are lost in a fire.
Academic Objectives 

ELA1R6f: 
The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student makes connections between texts and/or personal experiences.
Brilliant Star Objective 

Finances: Students will be able to state reasons why obtaining the necessary finances is essential to sustain a desirable lifestyle and how saving can help one achieve that lifestyle.

Readability Level: 3.4

Vocabulary: spent, save, waitress, dinner, coins, boss, empty

Introduction
Before reading, explain to the children that in this story a family’s house burns down and they are left with nothing. Have children describe how they would feel if all of their possessions were destroyed in a fire. What would they miss the most? 

During Reading 
· As teacher reads, point out that the family members are all working to save their money. What are they saving money for? Why do you think they want that? Do you think they will save enough money? 
· Lead a discussion asking if they children have ever saved their own money to buy something. As coins are placed in the jar, have children identify the coins and the value that is being placed in the jar at that time. 
· After reading, ask children if they ever got money for completing chores or by doing some kind of small work for someone else. Discuss what the students did with their money – spend it, save it, buy something big, etc. 

Follow-Up Activities: 

1. Have children put themselves in the little girl’s place. Give them the instructions “Pretend you are going to save your money to buy something nice for someone else. You will write a story about how you saved your money and what you decide to buy with your money. Why did you buy that item?”
2. Teacher will create an image/copy of a jar and distribute picture to students. Have children draw coins in the jar until it is full. Children should count the amount of money they have drawn and record, “I saved __(amount of money)___ in my jar”.

3. Create a chart titled “Reasons to Save Your Money”. Allow each child to record a reason why saving your money is a wise decision. 
Additional resources:

· Upromise/Scholastic: http://teacher.scholastic.com/upromise/k_2lessonplan/  

· Parent guide: http://www.unce.unr.edu/WESTERN/SubWebs/MoneyOnTheBookshelf/ParentGuidesEnglish/ChairForMom.pdf 

· http://www.uiowa.edu/~humiowa/achair3.html 
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