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Book description:  Mouse and her friends want to play tug of war but can’t figure out how to make the teams equal. 

Academic Objective:  

ELA1R6 The student uses a variety of strategies to understand and gain meaning from grade-level text. The student 

c. 
Asks and answers questions about essential narrative elements (e.g., beginning-middle-end, setting, characters, problems, events, resolution) of a read-aloud or independently read text. 

Brilliant Star Objective:

Equivalence: Students will be able to identify elements that can be used interchangeably because they are equal in value, meaning or effect.
Reading Level: Guided Reading Level M
Before Reading
· Have students tell you what the word “equal” means. Have students come up with scenarios in which things have been equal (everybody gets the same amount of candy, there are the same number of boys in the class as there are girls, etc.)

*If students cannot think of examples, help them come up with examples. 

· Review the 5 main elements of retelling a story (
· Who were the characters? 
· Setting? 
· Problem? 
· Solution? 
· Main events in the story?
During Reading
1. Read Equal Shmequal to the class. 

2. Discuss with the class how come the teams are not equal even though they have the same amount of people on them. 
After Reading
Have students work in groups of 3-4 to make an Equal Shmequal story elements poster. Students will include the title, author, the five retelling story elements, and they may illustrate the poster when finished. Have groups present the posters and compare their posters story elements with other groups. Also, have students compare the posters looking for equivalent elements and presentation.
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