Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday

Judith Viorst
Book Description:

· Alexander receives a dollar from his grandparents and has a hard time saving his money.  He believes he has to have everything he wants.

Academic Objectives:

· SS3E4: The student will describe the costs and benefits of personal spending and saving choices.
Brilliant Star Objective:

· Finances: Students will be able to state reasons why obtaining the necessary finances is essential to sustain a desirable lifestyle and how saving can help one achieve that lifestyle. 
Readability Level: 3.4

Vocabulary: lox, absolutely, positively, saving, non-returnable, dopey, rich
Introduction: 
Before reading discuss the importance of money and what we use money for.  Also discuss saving and why we save money.  Have students predict what the book will be about and how money and saving might play a role in the importance of the book.

During Reading: 
Discuss how Alexander received his money.  Also ask how much money he spends and what he spends it on.  Begin a discussion at the closing of the book on how Alexander could have used his dollar a little wisely.  Talk about the benefits of him saving his dollar and how much more he could get with his money in the long run if he would have saved it.  Ask the children if they have a way they save money and what they might be saving it for?  Also discuss ways they might earn money in order to save.  Finally discuss where people might save their money and explain how if you have a savings account the benefits of earning interest on their money. 
Follow-Up Activities:

1. Have students write a letter to Alexander explaining how he spent his money the wrong way and what he should have done with his dollar.  Explain the benefits of saving money. 
2. Distribute a Venn-Diagram to each student.  Have them work in pairs to compare and contrast saving money vs. spending it. 

Additional Resources:

· http://www.hillsboro.k12.mo.us/faculty/link_robin/alexander.htm
· http://teacher.scholastic.com/upromise/3_6lessonplan/
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