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Description 

This is a social studies lesson in which students will understand the importance of Thanksgiving Day.
Academic Objective
SSKH1 
The student will identify the purpose of national holidays and describe the people or events celebrated. 
d. 
Thanksgiving Day 

Brilliant Star Objective
Affect/Emotional Understanding: Students will be able to recognize the feelings and subsequent emotions that might occur as a result of a specific event. 
Essential Question

What is the purpose of Thanksgiving Day?
Activating Strategy

Complete a word splash on Thanksgiving. Have students tell you words that remind them of Thanksgiving. 
Present

1. Complete a picture walk with the book and have students tell you what they see in the pictures.  

2. Read the story, Let’s Get Ready for Thanksgiving. 
3. Talk with students about what they learned about the first Thanksgiving (Pilgrims came to America and had no food, so the Native Americans helped them by feeding them food and together they celebrated with a feast called Thanksgiving, because they were giving thanks that day). 
Guided Practice
Give students a turkey cutout and five feather cutouts. On the turkey, students should write “Thanksgiving Day” and on each feather students should write or draw a picture of something they learned about Thanksgiving. 
If time, students can make an “I’m thankful for…” cornucopia made out of construction paper. The cornucopia will have four spots where students can draw or write something they are thankful for. 
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