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Four Types of Sentences: 7th Grade, Language Arts 

A Sample Direct Instruction Lesson

John Hummel

August 2004

Grade 7:  Language Arts 

Strand:  Grammar and Usage 

     1 

Standard: Writes sentences according to purpose: declarative,

             interrogative, imperative and exclamatory.

Step 1: Orient Ss to Lesson:


Advance Organizer:


Whenever we talk or write we use different types of sentences.  When Billy screams at his sister, that is a different type of sentence than when Billy tells his sister that their Mom wants her, or when he asks his mother for his allowance.  


Today, we are going to learn about the 4 different types of sentences and how to punctuate each, and how to take the same idea and express as each of the 4 types of sentences. The four types of sentences are Declaratory, which simply makes a statement of fact, Imperative, which makes a command, Interrogatory, which asks a question, and Exclamatory which demonstrates a high level of emotion.


Now let’s look at what you each will have to do after today’s lesson.


Behavioral Objectives:

After the lesson on types of sentences, Ss will:

1. list and define in their own words using complete sentences the 4 categories of sentences with 100% accuracy.

2. state the correct end punctuation associated with each of the 4 types of sentences with 100% accuracy.

3. when given 12 sentences without end punctuation, correctly punctuate at least 10 of the sentences.

4. when given 20 sentences, label at least 17 correctly as to the type of sentence each is in no longer than 15 minutes.

5. when given a topic, Ss will write an example of each of the 4 types of sentences for the topic with 75% accuracy.

6.
on a homework or in-class assignment, Ss will, when given a topic, write at least one 5-7 sentence paragraph on the topic that employs each of the 4 types of sentences with 75% accuracy (correct grammar and spelling).
Task Analyses

1.
List and define in their own words using complete sentences the 4 categories of sentences with 100% accuracy. (Comprehension)
a. Write the name of one of the 4 types of sentences.

b. Using the text or notes, copy the definition of the sentence.

c.  Using a thesaurus, re-write the definition using paraphrasing.

d.  Punctuate each sentence according to its type (period, exclamation point, or question mark.)

e.  Repeat a-d for the remaining 3 types of sentences.

2.
State the correct end punctuation associated with each of the 4 types of sentences with 100% accuracy. (Knowledge)
TA:


a.  Write the names of the 3 types of end punctuation


b.  Write the symbol for each end punctuation.


c.  Write period for Declarative


d.  Write Period for imperative


e.  Write question mark for Interrogatory


f.  Write exclamation point for Exclamatory.

3.
When given 12 sentences without end punctuation, correctly punctuate at least 10 of the sentences. (Application)
Task Analysis:


a.  Write the name and symbol for the 3 types of end punctuation.


b.  Write the name of each of the 4 types of sentences 


c.  Write next to the name of each sentence type the end punctuation it 

requires.


d.  Read the first sentence, if it makes a command or states a fact, used the period; if it asks a question, use a question mark; if it demonstrates a high level of emotion, end it with an exclamation point.

OR
TA:


a.  Make 4 columns and write the name of the 4 sentence type, one in each column


b.  Under the declarative column write, ends with a period; for imperative write, ends with a period; for interrogatory write, ends with a question mark; and for exclamatory write, ends with an exclamation point.


c.  Read first sentence. If the sentence makes a command, label it imperative and end it with a dot; if the sentence simply states a fact, label it declarative and end it with a dot; if the sentence asks a question, label it interrogatory and end it with a question mark; if the sentence conveys a high level of affect, label it exclamatory and end it with an exclamation point.


d.  Repeat step c for remaining sentences.

4.
When given 20 sentences, label at least 17 correctly as to the type of sentence each is in no longer than 15 minutes. (Application)
TA:

a. read first sentence; if there is an !, write exclamatory next to it

b.  if the sentence ends in a ?, write interrogatory next to it.

c. If the sentence ends in a ., write I or D.  Re-read sentence; if sentence merely states a fact, label it declarative; if the sentence is a “power statement,” label it imperative.

5.
When given a topic, Ss will write an example of each of the 4 types of sentences for the topic with 75% accuracy. (Evaluation)
TA:
a. Re-write the topic/idea in your own words.

b. Write the definition of a declarative sentence—(stating a fact)

c. Underline in the topic (a above) a fact that is explicit or implicit 

d. Write the definition of an imperative sentence.
e. Write a command or request related to the topic.

f. Write the definition of an interrogatory sentence.

g. Write a question related to the topic.

h. Write the definition of an exclamatory sentence

i. Write a sentence with high excitement/emotion related to the topic.

6. On a homework or in-class assignment, Ss will, when given a topic, write at least one 5-7 sentence paragraph on the topic that employs each of the 4 types of sentences with 75% accuracy (correct grammar and spelling). (Evaluation)

a.
Write the topic that has been assigned.


b.
Name and define the 4 sentence types.


c.
Write 3 examples of each type of sentence that are related to the topic.


d.  
Arrange the sentences in step c into a paragraph using at least one from each of the 4 types of sentences.


e.
Proof and summarize the paragraph ensuring at least 5 sentences.


f.
After each sentence in parentheses, write the name of the sentence type.

Step 2:  Review Prerequisites


Previously we have learned about several forms that sentences can take. For example, a SIMPLE sentence has ONE predicate and one subject, while a compound sentence has 2 predicates and 2 subjects.  We have also studied SENTENCE FRAGMENTS which are incomplete in that they lack either a subject or predicate. Additionally, we have learned that all complete sentences have to have end punctuation. This is important because one of the shortcuts we use to identify sentence types is to look at the sentence’s end punctuation. Remember that there are 3 types of end punctuation: the period (a dot .), the question mark (?), and the exclamation point (!).
Step 3:  Script


Class, there are 4 types of sentences.

How many types of sentences are there?


The first type is the DECLARATIVE sentence. ?

The second type is the INTEROGATORY sentence.  ?


Everyone, what are the 1st 2 types.

The third type is the IMPERATIVE sentence.  ?


Everyone, what are the first 3 types?

The last type is the EXCLAMATORY SENTENCE.  ?


Everyone, name the 4 types of sentences. 

The Declarative sentence makes a statement. ?

“I am a male.” This is a statement of fact. ?

A statement of fact is a declarative sentence. ?
Declarative sentences do NOT ask questions. ?

Declarative sentences make a statement. ?

“Is it time for lunch?” Is this a question?

If a sentence asks a question is it making a statement of fact?

Declarative sentences make a statement. ?

“Bill through the ball.” Does this sentence ask a question?

Does this sentence make a statement of fact?

Since the sentence made a statement of fact, what type of sentence is it?

Declarative sentences do NOT convey high emotion. ?

“Don’t touch that, it’s hot!” Does this sentence state a fact?

Does it demonstrate strong emotion? 

Do declarative sentences convey strong emotion?

So, is the sentence, “Don’t touch that, it’s hot!” a declarative sentence?

Declarative sentences make a statement. ?

Telling someone to do or not do something is NOT a statement of fact. ?

“Give me the paper.” This sentence gives a command. ?

Declarative sentences do NOT give commands. ?

Is the sentence, “Give me the paper” a declarative sentence?


Why is it not a declarative sentence? CALL ON INDIVIDUAL
Declarative sentences always end with a period. ?

So, we know that declarative sentences have 2 characteristics. ?

First, they make a statement of fact. ?

Second, they always end with a period. ?

“Chaquille is 16.” What type of sentence is this?


Yes it is a declarative sentence because it makes a statement of fact and ends with a period.

“Turn left at the next light.” Did the sentence state a fact? Is it a declarative sentence?

 “I got an A on Hummel’s first test!”   Does this sentence make a statement of fact? Does the sentence also show a high level of emotion or excitement?
Do declarative sentences convey high emotion? So, is the statement a declarative sentence?

“The angry woman screamed at the salesclerk.” Does this sentence ask a question? Do declarative sentences ask questions?   Does the sentence give a command?  Let me read it again: “The angry woman screamed at the salesclerk.” Does the sentence demonstrate a high level of emotional content? Does the sentence state a fact? What type of sentence is it?
Now let’s look at the second type of sentence. ?

The 2nd type of sentence is the INTERROGATORY sentence.  ?

Let me spell interrogatory.

Let’s spell interrogatory together.

Your turn to spell interrogatory.

There are 2 characteristics of interrogatory sentences. ?

First, an interrogatory sentence asks a question. ?
Second, interrogatory sentences always end with a question mark. ?

Everyone, what are the 2 characteristics of interrogatory sentences?

“What time will you be home?” This sentence asks a question so it is an interrogatory sentence. Why is it an interrogatory sentence?

“Be home by 9:30.” Does this sentence ask a question? 

Is it making a statement or giving a command?

Is it a declarative sentence?

“Did you feed the dog?” Does this sentence ask a question? What type of sentence is it?

Interrogatory sentences ASK A QUESTION. ?

The 3rd type of sentence is the IMPERATIVE sentence. ?
I’ll spell imperative.

Let’s spell imperative together.

Your turn to spell imperative.

Imperative sentences have 2 characteristics. ?

First, imperative sentences make a command or request. ?

Second, imperative sentences end with a period. ?

What are the 2 characteristics of imperative sentences?
A command tells another person to do something. ?
“No talking until everyone finishes the assignment.” This sentence gives a command so it is an imperative sentence. ?

“John talked before everyone was through, so John has detention.” Does this sentence ask a question?  Does it command or tell someone to do something? Does it make a statement of fact? What type of sentence makes a statement of fact?

“Pass the ketchup, please.” Does this sentence make a command or request?

So, the sentence is what type?

So far we’ve covered 3 types of sentences, the declarative, interrogatory, and the imperative. ?

Now let’s look at the 4th type of sentence, the exclamatory sentences. ?

The exclamatory sentence has 2 characteristics. ?

The first characteristic of the exclamatory sentence is that it communicates a high level of excitement/emotion. ?
The 2nd characteristic of the exclamatory sentence is that it ends in a exclamation point (put the ! on board). ?

Everyone what are the 2 characteristics of the exclamatory sentence?

Let’s look at some sample sentences. “She hit me for no reason!”  Does this sentence ask a question? No, so it’s not an interrogatory. Does it make a request or command? No, so it’s not an imperative sentence. Does it state a fact? Yes, it does state a fact but it also conveys emotional content so it is an exclamatory sentence. ?

Listen to how I read it aloud. When I read it aloud, you can hear the high intensity of emotion. But when you read a sentence you use clues to help you determine what type of sentence the sentence is. ?

One clue is the end punctuation. ?

If a sentence ends with an !, its an exclamatory sentence. If it ends with a question mark it’s what? And if it ends with a period it will be either a declarative sentence or an imperative sentence.

Let’s determine what type of sentence this is: “I hate you” 

Does the sentence ask a question? No, so it isn’t an interrogatory sentence.

Does it make a command? No, so it’s not an imperative.

Does it state a fact? Yes, it does but it also conveys or communicates to the reader a strong emotion so it is what type of sentence?

What end punctuation should we insert? Yes, an exclamation point.
Now let’s review what we’ve learned today then do some sample sentences as a group.

There are 4 types of sentences. ?

Let’s name them together: get ready  declarative, interrogatory, imperative, exclamatory.

Now the I’ll name a sentence, at the signal, you tell me it’s end punctuation: Declarative
Exclamatory

Imperative
Interrogatory.

Everyone, what type of statement does a declarative sentence make?

What type of statement does an imperative sentence make?

Which sentence asks a question?

Which type communicates a high level of emotion?

I’m going to read some sentences aloud. At my signal, state which type of sentence each is.
After each, explain why and ask for end punctuation
1.
What time is it


2. 
Go make your bed
3.
Let’s go to the movie

4.
Oh my gosh, I’m late

5.
Did you make your bed

6.
It is 11:45

Step 4:  First Written Exercise Probe.

This exercise is designed to help you learn the four sentence types and their end punctuation. I want you to work in groups of 3 on the exercise and it is important that each person in the group participate because you will do a follow up assessment for a grade.
Written Exercise
1.
Name and define the four types of sentences (spell each correctly!)

2.
Describe the end punctuation each type of sentence uses.

3.
For each of the following sentences write the type of sentence each is, insert the correct end punctuation, and write a sentence explaining why the sentence is the type you indicated.

a.
Tom is Harry’s best friend


SENTENCE TYPE __________________

b.
Please help me put the groceries away


SENTENCE TYPE __________________
c.
Are you going to church tomorrow


SENTENCE TYPE __________________
d.
sunset is so pretty I think I am going to cry

SENTENCE TYPE __________________

4.
Write a paragraph (5 or more sentences) using each of the 4 sentence types at least once on the following topic: PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN GEORGIA SHOULD HAVE CLASSES FROM 8-NOON ON SATURDAYS. After each sentence, in parentheses, label each sentence by type.



Written Exercise KEY
1.
Name and define the four types of sentences (spell each correctly!). (BO 1, Comprehension)

The DECLARATIVE sentence states a fact. The INTERROGATORY sentence asks a question. The IMPERATIVE sentences gives a command or makes a request. The EXCLAMATORY sentence shows high emotion or excitement.

2.
Describe the end punctuation each type of sentence uses. (BO 2, Knowledge)

The declarative and imperative sentences end with a period. The interrogatory sentence ends with a question mark, and the exclamatory sentences ends with an exclamation point.

3.
For each of the following sentences write the type of sentence each is, insert the correct end punctuation, and write a sentence explaining why the sentence is the type you indicated. (BOs 2, 3, & 4; Application)
a.
Tom is Harry’s best friend.


SENTENCE TYPE  Declarative   because is states a fact.

b.
Please help me put the groceries away.


SENTENCE TYPE Imperative because it makes a request.

c.
Are you going to church tomorrow?


SENTENCE TYPE Interrogatory  because it asks a question.

d.
That sunset is so pretty I think I am going to cry!


SENTENCE TYPE IMPERATIVE  BECAUSE IT SHOWS STRONG EMOTION.

4.
Write a paragraph (5 or more sentences) using each of the 4 sentence types at least once on the following topic: PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN GEORGIA SHOULD HAVE CLASSES FROM 8-NOON ON SATURDAYS. After each sentence, in parentheses, label each sentence by type. (BO 7, Evaluation)

I support having classes on Saturday morning.  (( declarative). But, should all students have to attend? (( interrogatory) Make students who are having academic problems attend classes on Saturdays, but only them! (( exclamatory). I wouldn’t go unless my parents forced me to go. (( imperative) Attendance on Saturdays for students not having difficulty should be optional. (( declarative)

When Ss finish the WE have them return to their seats with their own paper and go over it in class.


You all did pretty well on this exercise. Because you did so well, let’s do another assessment, individually, but this time for a grade.

Step 5 (Independent Practice) or 7 (Distributed Practice)

1.
For each sentence, indicate the type of sentence and it’s correct end punctuation (some of the sentences have NO end punctuation, some have correct end punctuation, and some have incorrect end punctuation).

	SENTENCE                                   
	TYPE OF SENTENCE
	END PUNCTUATION

	It’s time to go home
	
	

	Would you please carry my books!
	
	

	I am unhappy?
	
	

	You devil—you are so clever!
	
	

	Shemeka, you need to stay so I can talk with you!
	
	

	Hand me that tool.
	
	

	Can we go home now!
	
	

	Hey, you, no butting in line.
	
	

	She’s a good teacher.
	
	


2.
For the topic below, write TWO sentences (each related to the topic but they do not have to be related to each other) for each of the 4 sentence types:  The presidential election this November between Senator Kerry and President Bush.
DECLARATIVE:

EXCLAMATORY:

INTERROGATORY:

IMPERATIVE:

KEY

Step 5 (Independent Practice) or 7 (Distributed Practice)

1.
For each sentence, indicate the type of sentence and it’s correct end punctuation (some of the sentences have NO end punctuation, some have correct end punctuation, and some have incorrect end punctuation).(BOs 3, 4, & 5; Application)

	SENTENCE                                   
	TYPE OF SENTENCE
	END PUNCTUATION

	It’s time to go home
	Declarative
	Period

	Would you please carry my books!
	Interrogatory
	Question Mark

	I am unhappy?
	Declarative
	Period

	You devil—you are so clever!
	Exclamatory
	Exclamation Point

	Shemeka, you need to stay so I can talk with you!
	Imperative
	Period

	Hand me that tool.
	Imperative
	Period

	Can we go home now!
	Interrogatory
	Question Mark

	Hey, you, no butting in line.
	Exclamatory
	Exclamation Point

	She’s a good teacher.
	Declarative
	Period


2.
For the topic below, write TWO sentences (each related to the topic but they do not have to be related to each other) for each of the 4 sentence types:  The presidential election this November between Senator Kerry and President Bush. (BO 5; Evaluation)
DECLARATIVE:

President Bush is running for re-election.

Senator Kerry is the democratic nominee for president.

EXCLAMATORY:

President Bush will try to steal this election like he did the last one!
Senator Kerry lied about his war experiences in Vietnam!

INTERROGATORY:

Who do you think will win the election?
Can you give me one good reason why I should vote?

IMPERATIVE:

Your civic duty requires that you vote this November.
If you don’t vote you can’t complain about the outcome of the election.

Step 6:  Exam/Quiz
Name________________
Test on Sentence Types
1. Which type of sentence asks a question?

a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

2.  Which sentence type makes a command? ____________________
3.  This sentence type shows intense emotion.

a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

4.  This sentence type makes a statement.


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

For the following sentences, circle which type of sentence each represents.
5.
Bill threw the ball
a. Declarative  b. Interrogatory  c. Imperative  d.  Exclamatory

6.  Wonderful news, Tom and Carol got accepted to Harvard

a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

7.  Do your homework then watch tv.


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

8.  How do you feel


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

9.  Which end punctuation should the italicized statement in item 5 have?


a.  Period   b.  Question mark   c.  Exclamation point  d.  Colon

10.  Which end punctuation should the italicized statement in item 8 have?


a.  Period   b.  Question mark   c.  Exclamation point  d.  Colon

11.  Which two types of sentences share the same end punctuation?


a.  Interrogatory and Exclamatory
b.  Imperative and Exclamatory


c.  Imperative and Declarative

e.  Declarative and Exclamatory

12.  Write an exclamatory sentence about a mean dog that has bitten people.
10. Write a paragraph (at least five sentences and skip a line between sentence) about the American Civil War using each of the 4 sentence types. Label each sentence on the line above it.

KEY

Test on Sentence Types

1. Which type of sentence asks a question?


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

(BO 1, a, Knowledge)

2.  Which sentence type makes a command? IMPERATIVE
(BO 1, Knowledge)

3.  This sentence type shows intense emotion.


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory
(BO 1, d, knowledge)

4.  This sentence type makes a statement.


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

(BO 1, b, knowledge)

For the following sentences, circle which type of sentence each represents.

5.
Bill threw the ball
a.  Declarative  b. Interrogatory  c. Imperative  d.  Exclamatory

(BO 4, a, application)

6.  Wonderful news, Tom and Carol got accepted to Harvard


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory
(BO 4, d, knowledge)

7.  Do your homework then watch tv.


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

(BO 4, c, application)

8.  How do you feel


a. Interrogatory
b. Declarative
c. Imperative   d.  Exclamatory

(BO 4, a, application)
9.  Which end punctuation should the italicized statement in item 5 have?


a.  Period   b.  Question mark   c.  Exclamation point  d.  Colon

(BO 3, c, application)
10.  Which end punctuation should the italicized statement in item 8 have?


a.  Period   b.  Question mark   c.  Exclamation point  d.  Colon

(BO 3, b, application)
11.  Which two types of sentences share the same end punctuation?


a.  Interrogatory and Exclamatory
b.  Imperative and Exclamatory


c.  Imperative and Declarative
e.  Declarative and Exclamatory

(BO 2, c, application)
12.  Write an exclamatory sentence about a mean dog that has bitten people.


Example:  That is a vicious dog and should be put down!
13. Write a paragraph (at least five sentences and skip a line between sentences) about the American Civil War using each of the 4 sentence types. Label each sentence on the line above it.




Declarative

The War Between the States was fought in the 1860s. The South had 


Exclamatory
much better troops and leaders than the North and should have won! Why 
Interrogatory
did the South lose? The South lost the war because it did not have the 






Imperative
manufacturing capabilities that the North had. The South will rise again.



Notice that (a) a piece of info. is presented and followed by a ?—the ? means I’ll ask a question over just the piece of info. preceding it, and (b) after the 2nd , 3rd and 4th pieces I cumulate by having them state the previous pieces along with the new one.





For all items on all assessments (informal and formal) I put my BOs next to me while I develop the items to ensure that every item on every assessment (a) is directly/clearly related to an objective that (b) I have covered in the curriculum (usually directly in class), and (c) that the item requires Ss to perform at the appropriate level of Bloom’s taxonomy (if a BO is written at the Application level of Bloom’s assessment items can require Ss to perform at the K, C, or Ap levels, but NOT at the analysis, synthesis, or evaluation levels).








� Based on  R. E. Slavin (2003) Educational Psychology (7th ed). Boston: Allyn and Bacon (pp. 221-237); and Rosenshine, B., & Stevens, R.  (1996?)  Teaching functions.  In M. Wittrock (Ed.), Handbook of research on teaching (3rd ed.) (pp. 376-391).  New York: Macmillan.






